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CountiesareakeylinkinourParty'sset-upandstatepower,
animportantbasisfordevelopingtheeconomy,ensuringpeople's
well-being,andmaintainingandpromotingtheenduringpeace
andstabilityofourcountry.

——XiJinping
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Preface

"Whenthecountiesaregoverned,thecountryisatpeace."InChina,thecounty-lev-
eladministrativesystemdatesbacktotheSpringandAutumnperiod(770-476BC).
Withtheformalimplementationoftheprefecture-countysystemundertheQindynas-
ty(221-206BC),thecountyhasenduredasastableandfundamentalunitofadminis-
tration,remainingunchangedthroughhistory.Thisnearly3,000-yearlegacyhasculti-
vatedarichtraditionofcountygovernance,offeringessentialinstitutionalexperience
andculturalcodesformoderncounty-leveleconomicdevelopment.Today,countiesin
Chinaencompassbothurbanandruralareas,servingasapivotalhubthatconnects
higherandloweradministrativelevels,coordinatesdifferentsectors,andlinkscitiesand
countryside.Theyconstituteafundamentalunitforbotheconomicdevelopmentand
socialgovernanceinChina.
Regardlessofhistenureinlocalorcentralroles,GeneralSecretaryoftheCommu-

nistPartyofChina(CPC)CentralCommitteeXiJinpinghasconsistentlyplacedgreat
importanceoneconomicandsocialdevelopment,theimprovementofgovernance,and
thestrengtheningofleadershipandPartyorganizationsatthecountylevel.InJune
2015,shortlybeforethe94thanniversaryofthefoundingoftheCPC,Ximetwith
102outstandingcountyPartysecretariesattheGreatHallofthePeopleinBeijing.He
emphasizedthatcountyPartycommitteesarethe"front-linecommand"ingoverning
andrevitalizingthenation,andthesecretariesofthesecommitteesarethe"command-
ers-in-chief,"acoreforcefortheParty'sgovernanceinthecounties.Hecalledoncoun-
tyPartysecretariestobeloyaltotheParty,taketheinitiativeineconomicdevelopment,
servethepeoplewholeheartedly,andactasthepacesetterandmodelfortheleadership
team.

XiJinping'semphasisoncounty-levelgovernancestemsnotonlyfromhisprofound
understandingoftheChinesehistory,butalsofromhistheoreticalreflectionandpracti-
calexplorationduringhisworkinlocalgovernment.
InZhengdingCounty,HebeiProvince,XiJinpingservedsuccessivelyasdeputysecre-

taryandthensecretaryofthecountyPartycommittee.Withareform-orientedmind-
set,headvancedthe"householdresponsibilitysystem,"developeda"semi-suburban
economicmodel,"leveragedculturalresourcestorevitalizethecountythroughtourism,
andunderscoredtheimportanceofattractingandcultivatingtalenttopaythewayfor
doublingdevelopment.TheseeffortsenabledthisagriculturalcountyonthecentralHe-
beiplaintocatchupwiththetideofthetimesandburstwithvitality.
InNingdeCity,FujianProvince,oneofChina'seighteencontiguousimpoverished

areasatthetime,headvocatedtheprinciplesof"theweakbirdflyingfirst"andthe
strivingspiritthat"enableswaterdropstopenetraterocksovertime,"offeringstrategic
directionforeasternFujian'scampaigntoshakeoffpoverty.Duringhistenureatthe
provincialPartycommitteeandgovernmentinFujian,hevisitedJinjiangseventimesin
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sixyears,personallysummarizedthe"JinjiangExperience"topromotecounty-leveleco-
nomicdevelopment.
InZhejiang,XiJinpingtraveledtomorethan90countiesanddistrictsacrossthe

province.HevisitedChun'anseventimes,whereheproposedtheconceptof"fostering
agreendevelopmentmindsetamongofficials"andmadeelevenvisitstoYiwuwherehe
promotedtheimplementationof"strengtheningcounty-levelauthority."Healsoper-
sonallyconceived,orchestrated,andpromotedthe"GreenRuralRevivalProgram,"
whichaimedtofosterexemplarymodelsforcommonprosperityincountiesandrural
areas.
Sincethe18thNationalCongressoftheCPC,GeneralSecretaryXiJinpinghasis-

suedimportantinstructionsonmultipleoccasionsregardingdevelopingandstrengthen-
ingthecounty-leveleconomy.AttheSymposiumonPromotingtheRiseoftheCentral
RegionintheNewEra,hestressedthat"greatereffortsarerequiredtoboostcounty
economiestocreatenewgrowthdrivers."AttheSymposiumonBoostingDevelopment
ofChina'sWesternRegionintheNewEra,hehighlightedthat"countyeconomies
withdistinctivecharacteristicsshouldbedeveloped."AttheSymposiumonCompre-
hensivelyPromotingEcologicalProtectionandHigh-QualityDevelopmentintheYel-
lowRiverBasin,heemphasizedtheneedto"taketheleadinachievingintegratedurban
–ruraldevelopmentwithincounties."TheNo.1CentralDocumentissuedconsecu-
tivelyovermanyyearshasproposedaseriesofrobustmeasurestopromotethedevelop-
mentofthecounty-leveleconomyandintegratedurban-ruraldevelopment.TheDeci-
sionadoptedattheThirdPlenarySessionofthe20thCPCCentralCommitteepro-
posedto"expandcountyindustriesthatbenefitlocalpeople."InJuly2025,theCen-
tralUrbanWorkConferenceoutlinedkeytasksforurbandevelopment."Effortswillbe
focusedonoptimizingthemodernurbansystem.Thisinvolvesenhancingcities'com-
prehensivecapacitytosupportpopulationgrowthandsocialandeconomicdevelop-
ment,fosteringnetworkedmoderncityclustersandmetropolitanareas,advancingur-
banizationwithafocusoncountytownsinacategorizedapproach,continuingtogrant
permanenturbanresidencytoeligibleruralresidentswhohavemovedtourbanareas,
promotingthecoordinateddevelopmentofcitiesofdifferentsizesandsmalltowns,
andpromotingtheintegrateddevelopmentofurbanandruralareas,"itsays.
TheRecommendationsoftheCPCCentralCommitteeforFormulatingthe15th

Five-YearPlanforNationalEconomicandSocialDevelopment,adoptedatthefourth
plenarysessionofthe20thCPCCentralCommittee,propose,"Weshoulddevelop
county-leveleconomywithuniquefeatures,exploremultiplefunctionsofagriculture,
andpromotegreaterintegrationofprimary,secondary,andtertiarysectorsinruralar-
eas.Weshouldnurturedistinctiveruralindustriesandrefinethemechanismsforinvolv-
ingmoreruralresidentstohelpsustainruralincomegrowth."
Thankstothecountry'spersistenteffortstoconsolidateandexpandtheachieve-

mentsofpovertyalleviation,firmlysafeguardthebottomlineagainstlarge-scalerelapse
intopoverty,comprehensivelyimplementtheruralrevitalizationstrategy,andadvance
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people-centerednewurbanization,"smallcounties"areunleashing"greatpotential."
UnderthestrongleadershipoftheCPCCentralCommitteewithXiJinpingatits

core,andguidedbyXiJinpingThoughtonSocialismwithChineseCharacteristicsfor
aNewEra,particularlyhiseconomicthought,localgovernmentsacrossChinahaveac-
tivelypromotedinnovationincounty-leveleconomicdevelopment,and,throughpracti-
calexperience,haveconstructedarelativelysystematictheoryofcountyeconomicsfor
thenewera.
RootedinChina'senduringhistoryanddistinctivecultureandderivedfromtheeco-

nomicconstructionanddevelopmentpracticesofsocialismwithChinesecharacteris-
ticsintheNewEra,NewEraCountyEconomicsrepresentsthetheoreticalculmina-
tionofintegratingMarxistpoliticaleconomywithcontemporaryChineserealitiesand
thebestofChina'straditionalculture.AsanimportantcomponentofXiJinping
ThoughtonEconomy,itprovidessignificantideologicalguidanceandfundamental
principlesforpromotingandrealizingChina'scounty-levelmodernization.
NewEraCountyEconomicsadherestoMarxistpoliticaleconomyasitsguiding

principle,whileintegratinginsightsfromvariousdisciplines,includingregionaleconom-
ics,developmenteconomics,andurbaneconomics.Ithasevolvedintoadistinctiveand
relativelycompleteknowledgesystembasedonthesummaryofChina'spracticalexperi-
enceincounty-leveleconomicdevelopment:
Spatially,itemphasizesurban-ruralintegrationandcity-ledruraldevelopment,advo-

catingforholisticplanningandimplementationmechanismsthatintegrateurbanand
ruralareas,withthecountyfunctioningasaunifiedgovernanceunit.Ithighlightsthe
roleofcountiesasahubfortheflowofurbanandruralfactors,steeringthetransition
fromfactor-driventoinnovation-drivengrowth,withtheultimategoalofachieving
commonprosperityacrossurbanandruralareas.
Industrially,itcallsforthecultivationofdistinctiveindustrialclustersthrough"root

excavation"(upgradingtraditionalindustries)and"trackpositioning"(embracingstra-
tegicemergingsectors)toachievetheintegrationoftheinnovationchain,whereR&D
isanchoredinmetropolitanareasandindustrialtransformationoccursincounties.
Intermsofgovernance,itadvocatesforexpandeddecision-makingautonomyatthe

countyleveltounleashgrassrootsreformvitality.Developmentpathsshouldbetailored
tolocalconditions,withfullutilizationofChina'sfinetraditionalcultureincounty
governance.Theapproachseekstoestablishapluralisticgovernancemodeltomodern-
izecounty-levelsocialgovernance.
NewEraCountyEconomicshastakenrootandflourishedacrossChina,givingrise

todiverseanddistinctivedevelopmentmodels,andhasbeenproventobeasuccessful
economicapproachthroughpractice.Bycultivatingandstrengtheningcountyecono-
miesacrossChina,NewEraCountyEconomicstranscendstheunipolarthinkingof
traditionalgrowthpoletheory,creatinga"distributedgrowthpole,"acapillary-likenet-
workofeconomicdynamism.Thiscontributestohigh-qualitydevelopmentandendur-
ingsocialstability,constitutingahistorictranscendenceoftheWestern"center–pe-
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riphery"theoreticalframework.Groundedinlocalcontextyetorientedtowardglobal
landscape,thisdevelopmentphilosophyisshapingadistinctlyChinesenarrativeinthe
reconfigurationoftheglobaleconomicmap.
Whencountiesprosper,municipalitiesflourish,provincesgrowwealthier,andthena-

tionbecomesstronger.Tounderstandthe"Chinesemiracle"ofeconomicgrowth,one
mustfirstunderstandChina'scountyeconomics.Amidrisingcounter-currentstoglo-
balization,NewEraCountyEconomicsisleadingChina'sdriveforhigh-qualitycoun-
ty-leveleconomicdevelopment,demonstratingvasteconomicpotentialandtheresilient
vitalityoftheChineseeconomy.ItalsooffersChinesewisdomandprovidesaChinese
referenceforcountriesintheGlobalSouthastheystriveformodernizationintheface
ofcommonchallenges.
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ChapterOne:
StrategicImportanceofVigorouslyAdvanc-
ingCountyEconomies

Thecounty,asanadministrativedivision,firstappearedduringtheSpringandAu-
tumnperiod(770-476BC).InChina,thecountyeconomy① isaregionaleconomic
formbasedoncounty-leveladministrativedivisions,withthecountyseatasthehub,
townshipsasthelink,andruralareasasthehinterland.Itcantransformmodernpro-
ductionfactors,suchasurbancapital,technology,andmanagement,intoamomentum
forruraldevelopment.Atthesametime,itcanprovidesupportforurbandevelopment
byutilizingruralland,ecological,andculturalresources,whichisconducivetointegrat-
edurban-ruraldevelopmentintermsoffactorallocationandindustrialcollaboration.
Countiesaccountforapproximately90%ofChina'stotallandareaandarehometo

52%ofthenationalpopulation,contributingnearly40%ofthecountry'soveralleco-
nomicoutput.Thismeansthatthecountyeconomies,asthebasicunitsofthenational
economy,arethefoundationandguaranteefortheemploymentandimprovedliving
standardsofnearlyhalfofChina'spopulation.Countiesalsofulfillkeymacroeconom-
icfunctions,suchasexpandingdomesticdemandandfacilitatingsmootheconomiccir-
culation,andactasvitalenginesforadvancinghigh-qualitydevelopment.Countiesare
theessentiallinkconnectingurbanandruralareas,theimportanthinterlandsforthede-
velopmentofurbanclustersandmetropolitanregions,andastrategicsupportforcon-
solidatingandextendingtheachievementsofpovertyalleviationwhileadvancingrural
revitalizationandurban-ruralintegration.Furthermore,theyserveasballasttosafe-
guardChina'secological,agricultural,andbordersecurity.
Thecountyeconomycanberegardedasthe"micro-foundation"ofChina'sbroader

economicstructure—aholographicprojectionofthenationaleconomywithinlocal-
izedspatialunits.Thisreportadoptsa"456789"frameworktoencapsulatethebasic
situationandcharacteristicsofChina'scountyeconomies.
""44"referstothefactthatcountyeconomiescurrentlyaccountforapproximately"referstothefactthatcountyeconomiescurrentlyaccountforapproximately

4040%ofChina'sGDP.%ofChina'sGDP.AccordingtotheChinaStatisticalYearbook2024,compiledby
theNationalBureauofStatistics,andthe2023StatisticalBulletinonCivilAffairsDe-
velopmentissuedbytheMinistryofCivilAffairs,asoftheendof2023,therewerea
totalof1,867county-leveljurisdictionsontheChinesemainland,including397coun-

① AccordingtotheConstitutionofthePeople'sRepublicofChina,Chinaimplementsathree-leveladministrativedivisionsys-
tem:provincial,county/city,andtownshiplevels.Inpractice,duetotheinherentneedsofunifiedgovernanceandeconomicdevel-
opment,aprefecture-leveladministrativeregionhasbeenadded,formingChina'sfour-leveladministrativedivision:province,prefec-
ture,county/city,andtownship.Buildinguponthecountydesignation,thestructurehasfurtherevolvedtoincludecounty-levelcit-
ies,whichwereestablishedthroughadministrativeconversionfromcountiestocities.Whilecity-administereddistrictssharethe
sameadministrativestatusascounties,theyconstitutethemainpartofprefecture-levelcitiesanddonotpossessautonomousurban
characteristics.Accordingly,theyfalloutsidethescopeofthisreport'sdefinitionof"county-levelregions."
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ty-levelcities,1,299counties,117autonomouscounties,49banners,3autonomous
banners,1forestrydistrict,and1specialdistrict.By2024,thetotaleconomicoutput
ofcounty-levelregionshadreachedRMB54trillion,accountingfornearly40%ofthe
nationalGDP,with62ofthemsurpassingRMB100billion.
""55"referstothefactthatcountiesarehometoover"referstothefactthatcountiesarehometoover5050%ofChina'spopulation.%ofChina'spopulation.Da-

tafromtheSeventhNationalPopulationCensusshowsthatcounty-levelregionsare
hometo725millionpeople,accountingfor51.5%ofthenationaltotal.Ineastern
China,county-levelcitiessuchasKunshaninJiangsuandJinjianginFujianhaveresi-
dentpopulationsexceeding2million.
""66"referstotheexpectationthatmorethan"referstotheexpectationthatmorethan6060percentoffuturepersonalconsumppercentoffuturepersonalconsump--

tiongrowthwillcomefromlower-tiermarkets,whichincludescounty-levelareas.tiongrowthwillcomefromlower-tiermarkets,whichincludescounty-levelareas.Over
thepasttwoyears,manycountieshaveenhancedtheircommercialinfrastructure,opti-
mizedconsumptionenvironments,andinnovatedconsumptionscenarios,therebyin-
creasingtheirprominenceindomesticspending.In2024,averageruralpercapitacon-
sumptionstoodatonly55.8%oftheurbanlevel,signalingsignificantgrowthpoten-
tial.McKinsey&Companypredictsthatby2030,over66%ofChina'spersonalcon-
sumptiongrowthwillcomefromlower-tiermarkets,includingthird-tiercitiesandbe-
low,countiesandtownships,makingcountiespivotalinboostingChina'sconsumption.
""77"referstothefactthat"referstothefactthat7070%ofthenewlyaddednational%ofthenewlyaddednational55A-levelscenicspotsareA-levelscenicspotsare

locatedincountyregions.locatedincountyregions.Statisticsshowthatsince2020,approximately70%ofthe
newlydesignatednational5A-levelscenicspotshavebeenlocatedincounty-levelre-
gions.Countiesandcounty-levelcities,suchasAnjiandTongluinZhejiang,Dujiang-
yaninSichuan,YangshuoinGuangxi,andWuyuaninJiangxi,havelongbeenatthefore-
frontofChina'spopulartouristdestinations.Morenichetraveldestinations,uniqueac-
commodationexperiences,andinterestingwaystotravelarestrengtheningthese"small
andbeautiful"countiestounleash"greatenergy"intheculturaltourismindustry.
""88"referstothefactthatcountiescontributenearly"referstothefactthatcountiescontributenearly8080%ofChina'stotalvalue-add%ofChina'stotalvalue-add--

edinprimaryindustries.edinprimaryindustries.ThePlanforAcceleratingtheConstructionofaStrongAgri-
culturalNation(2024–2035),issuedbytheCPCCentralCommitteeandtheState
CouncilinApril2025,referenced"counties"13times,highlightingtheirpivotalrole
inbuildingupChina'sstrengthinagriculture.Accordingtothe2023ChinaCounty-
LevelStatisticalYearbook,countiesaccountedfor75.66%ofthenationalvalueadded
inprimaryindustriesin2022.Atthesametime,countieswereresponsiblefor83%of
totalgrainproduction,reaffirmingtheirstatusastheprincipalarenaforprimaryindus-
trydevelopmentandthecornerstoneofnationalfoodsecurity.Theagriculturalpro-
duceofvariousregions—notablygrainfromNortheastChina'sblacksoil,vegetables
fromShandong,andfruitsfromGuangxi—constitutekeypillarsandvibrantsymbols
oftheirrespectiveprovinces'county-leveleconomies.
""99"referstothegeographicscaleofcounties,whichcoversapproximately"referstothegeographicscaleofcounties,whichcoversapproximately9090%of%of

China'stotallandarea.China'stotallandarea.ThelargestisRuoqiangCountyinXinjiangUygurAutono-
mousRegion,spanning202,300squarekilometers,twicethesizeofZhejiangProv-
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ince.ShengsiCountyinZhejiangProvincehasthesmallestlandarea,andduetoitslo-
cationintheEastChinaSea,thecounty'stotalareais8,824squarekilometers,of
whichtheseaareaaccountsfor8,727squarekilometers,whilethelandareaisonly97
squarekilometers.
Functionally,countyeconomiesencompassagriculture,industry,andservices.In

termsofownershipstructure,theyspanstate-owned,collective,andprivateeconomies.
Whilecountiesmaynotmatchthescaleoflargeormedium-sizedcities,theyoftenpos-
sesscomprehensiveurbaninfrastructure,includingtransporthubs,commercialcenters,
hospitals,schools,andbanks.Theimplementationofcentralgovernmentdirectives,the
formulationandexecutionoflocalpolicies,themaintenanceofsocialorder,andthe
safeguardingofpublicwelfarealldependonrobustgovernanceandasolideconomic
foundationatthecountylevel.
IfmegacitieslikeBeijing,Shanghai,andGuangzhourepresentthe"face"ofChinese

modernization,thencountiesconstituteits"substance."Withoutthemodernizationof
countyeconomies,themodernizationof1.4billionChinesepeopleandChinesemod-
ernizationwouldbeunattainable.

1.1AnImportantBasisforHigh-QualityEconomic
Development

High-qualitydevelopmentisthetoppriorityinbuildingamodernsocialistcountry
inallrespects.AsacrucialcomponentofChina'seconomy,countiescontributeapprox-
imately40%ofthenationalGDP.In2024,county-levelcitiessuchasKunshanandJi-
angyininJiangsuProvinceboastedrobustGDPsexceedingRMB500billion,compara-
bletothatofsomeprovincialcapitals,underscoringthevitalroleofthecountyecono-
miesinChina'seconomictransformationandupgrading.
Notably,countiesarealsovigorouscontributorstotheconstructionofamodernin-

dustrialsystem.Withconfidenceastheanchor,resourceendowmentsastherudder,and
innovationasthesail,manycountiesandcounty-levelcitiesarenavigatingsteadilyto-
wardhigh-qualitydevelopment.Kunshan'selectronicinformationindustry,Yueqing's
electricalequipmentsector,andJinjiang'sfootwearandapparelindustrieshaveallat-
tainedstrongdomesticandinternationalmarketpositions.Ontheonehand,counties
leveragetheirresourceendowments,suchasenergyandgrain,tosupplyrawmaterials
forurbanindustrialdevelopment.Ontheotherhand,theyserveasstrategicplatforms
forindustrialchaintransferandindustrialsupportingcooperationwithurbanclusters,
providingconvenientconditionsforindustrialdockingbetweenurbanandruralareas.

1.2StrategicHinterlandsfortheDevelopmentofUr-
banClustersandMetropolitanCircles

CountyeconomiesarecriticaltothesuccessofChina'snewurbanizationreforms
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andareparticularlyimportantinacceleratingregionalintegration.Majoreconomic
growthpoles,includingtheBeijing–Tianjin–Hebeiregion,theYangtzeRiverDelta,
theGuangdong–HongKong–MacaoGreaterBayArea,andtheChengdu–Chongq-
ingcitycluster,allencompassnumerouscounties.Withoutthedeepintegrationand
shareddevelopmentofcountyeconomies,therecanbenotrulymeaningful,high-quali-
tyregionalintegration.Thegrowthofcountyeconomiesandtheimprovementofcoun-
tygovernancecapacitywillinjectstrongmomentumintointegratedregionaldevelop-
ment.
Inrecentyears,thecountyeconomieshavebeengrowingrapidly,especiallyinthear-

eassurroundinglargecities.Industrialchaindivisions,infrastructuredevelopment,and
publicserviceprovisionareincreasinglyalignedwithurbanstandards,positioningcoun-
tiesasvitalactorsintheregionalintegrationlandscape.Kunshan,forexample,isdeeply
integratedintothecityclusteroftheYangtzeRiverDelta;GuanghaninSichuanProv-
incereliesonitsproximitytotheChengdu–Chongqingcluster;andXinfenginJiangxi
activelyalignswiththeGuangdong-HongKong-MacaoGreaterBayArea.Thesecoun-
tiesarenotonlystrengtheningtheirowneconomiesbutalsoemergingasnewhighlights
inthepursuitofhigh-qualityintegratedregionaldevelopment.

1.3AVitalSpaceforExpandingDomesticMarket
Demand

DomesticdemandisthefundamentaldrivingforcebehindChina'seconomicdevel-
opmentandaninherentrequirementformeetingthepeople'sever-growingneedsfora
betterlife.Sincethe18thNationalCongressoftheCPC,underthestrongleadership
ofthePartyCentralCommitteewithXiJinpingatitscore,Chinahassteadfastlyimple-
mentedthestrategyofexpandingdomesticdemandandfosteringarobustinternalmar-
ket,withdomesticconsumptionplayinganincreasinglysignificantsupportingrole.Pro-
motingcoordinateddevelopmentacrossurbanandruralareasandunleashingthecon-
sumptionpotentialofthird-andfourth-tiercities,counties,andvillagesisofgreatsig-
nificanceforstimulatingconsumptionpotentialandexpandingthedomesticdemand
market.
Currently,over50%ofChina'spopulationstillresidesincounties,formingamas-

sivebedrockfordomesticdemand.In2023,retailsalesofconsumergoodsincounty-
levelregionsaccountedfor46.3%ofthenationaltotal,withconsumptiongrowthin
theseregionssignificantlyoutpacingthatoflargercities.McKinseyforecaststhatby
2030,66%ofChina'sincreaseinpersonalconsumptionwillcomefromcounty-level
markets.Aprominentnewconsumptionindustryleader,listedontheHongKong
StockExchangein2025,hasprioritizedpenetratinglower-tiermarkets,includingcoun-
ty-levelregions,asitsprimarystrategy,with57%ofitsstoreslocatedinthird-tiercit-
iesandbelow.
Manycountieshavealreadyinnovatedvibrantconsumptionscenarios:Zhouzhi
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County,atthefootoftheQinlingMountains,hastransformedoldvillagehousesinto
coffeeshopsthatattracttourists;Tongxiang,aregionthatdoesn'tproducewool,hasbe-
comeChina'slargestwoolensweaterdistributionhub;Yiwuevolvedfromhumblestreet-
sidebarteringintoAsia'slargestsmallcommoditiesmarket,blendingimport,export,re-
export,anddomestictradeintoastrategicnodeofChina'sdualcirculationstrategy.
Lookingahead,ascountyeconomiescontinuetogrow,residentincomesrise,andinfra-
structureandpublicservicesimprove,countiesareboundtounleashevengreaterpoten-
tialfordomesticdemand,makingthemacrucialsphereanddirectionforfurtherex-
pandingChina'seconomicdevelopment.

1.4AKeyCarrierforComprehensiveRuralRevital-
izationandUrban-RuralIntegration

"Agricultureisthefoundationofacountry;whenthefoundationissolid,thecoun-
tryisatpeace."Ruralrevitalizationisessentialfornationalrejuvenation.Astheprima-
ryspatialcarriersofruralareas,countiesnotonlyconnecturbanandruralflowsof
productionfactors,butalsoserveastheprincipalplatformsforadvancingworkrelated
toagriculture,ruralareas,ruralpeople,promotingruralrevitalization,andintegrating
urban–ruraldevelopment.Leveragingcountyeconomiestointegrateandoptimizere-
sourceallocationacrossurbanandruralareascanfacilitateindustrialupgradingandim-
provepublicservices,creatingfavorableconditionsforruralrevitalizationandintegrat-
edurban-ruraldevelopment.
LocatedintheheartoftheSongliaoPlainofJilinProvince,GongzhulingCitycon-

sistentlyranksamongthetopnationalgrain-producingcountiesforbothtotalcorn
outputandyieldperunitofland.Beyonditsimpressiveagriculturalproduction,the
cityhascreativelydiversifieditscornindustryintoarangeofvalue-addedproducts,in-
cludingvariouscorn-basedfoods,cornstarch,andcornoil.Similarly,Xizang'sJiangzi
Countycultivatedthedeepprocessingofhighlandbarleyasadistinctiveplateauindus-
try,transformingalocalspecialtyintoamajorindustry.CaoxianCountyinShandong
has,throughthedevelopmentofe-commerce,attracted12,000collegegraduates,in-
cludingnearly100holdersofmaster'sanddoctoraldegrees,backtotheirhometown
foremploymentandentrepreneurship.Theseexamplesillustratehowcountieshavebe-
comecrucialspacesforcoordinatingurban-ruraldevelopmentandpromotingnewur-
banization,aswellaskeyentrypointsforenhancingruralincomesandfosteringurban-
ruralintegration.

1.5AFoundationalPlatformforBuildinganEcologi-
calCivilizationandaBeautifulChina

Thegreendevelopmentofcountyeconomies,thebasicunitsofthenationalecono-
my,directlyaffectsthebroadersuccessofbuildinganecologicalcivilizationandrealiz-
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ingthevisionofaBeautifulChina.DuringhistenureinZhejiang,XiJinpingvisited
morethan90counties,includingseventripstoChun'anCounty,whereheproposed
theconceptof"fosteringagreendevelopmentmindsetamongofficials."InAugust
2005,duringavisittoYucunVillageinAnjiCounty,XiJinpingfirstproposedthesci-
entificassertionthat"lucidwatersandlushmountainsareinvaluableassets,"whichhas
becometheguidingprincipleforChina'scounty-levelecologicaldevelopmentandthe
broader"BeautifulChina"initiative.
LocatedonthecoastoftheYellowSea,RongchenginShandongProvincehas

achieved"bothbeautifulandstrong"economicdevelopmentbyprotectingthemarine
ecologyanddevelopingthemarineeconomy,resultinginasurgeofboth"blue"and
"green"growthmomentum.PujianginSichuanProvincehasstrivedtotransformits
ecologicalbeautyintoeconomicvalue,withthenumberofvisitorsandtotalrevenue
fromleisureagricultureandruraltourismrankingamongthetopintheprovince.More
countiesarebuildingbeautifultownsandvillageswithlocalfeaturesthroughmeasures
suchasoptimizingindustrialstructures,strengtheningruralinfrastructure,andpromot-
inggreenurbanization.Thecountyeconomiescanalsobecomeatestinggroundandin-
cubatorforgreentechnologyinnovation,achievingtheorganicunityofproduction,
ecology,andlifestyle,andprovidingvaluableexperiencesandmodelsforadvancing
greendevelopmentnationwide.
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ChapterTwo:
TheEssenceofNewEraCountyEconomics

Economicdevelopmentandgovernanceefficiencyatthecountylevelarecrucialfor
implementingmajorstrategies,suchasurban-ruralintegrationandcoordinatedregional
development,aswellasforadvancingthebroadergoalofChinesemodernization.General
SecretaryXiJinpinghasattachedgreatimportancetothesocioeconomicdevelopmentof
counties,offeringaseriesofsignificantinsightsonthemesincludingurban–ruralintegra-
tion,county-levelindustrialrevitalization,andgovernance.Theseremarkscomprehensive-
lydefinetheessenceofNewEraCountyEconomics.Richinsubstanceandinsight,they
holdsignificantpracticalandhistoricalrelevanceforpromotinghigh-qualitydevelop-
mentofcountyeconomies,coordinatingnewindustrialization,newurbanization,and
comprehensiveruralrevitalization,andultimatelyrealizingcommonprosperityforall.

2.1UpholdingtheNewDevelopmentPhilosophy:Co-
ordinatingNew Industrialization,New Urbanization,
andComprehensiveRuralRevitalization

NewEraCountyEconomicsemphasizesfull,accurate,andcomprehensiveapplica-
tionofthenewdevelopmentphilosophy,coordinatingtheadvancementofnewindustri-
alization,newurbanization,andcomprehensiveruralrevitalization,andpromotinginte-
gratedurban-ruraldevelopmenttoensuresteadyprogresstowardChinesemodernization.
Thesuccessorfailureofmodernizationhinges,toaconsiderableextent,onhowthe

relationshipsbetweenindustryandagriculture,andbetweenurbanandruralareas,are
managed.InDecember2020,attheCentralRuralWorkConference,GeneralSecretary
XiJinpingstatedthat"thenext15yearswillbeacriticalwindowperiodforbreaking
downtheurban-ruraldualstructureandimprovinginstitutionsandmechanismsforin-
tegratedurban-ruraldevelopment."Healsostressedtheneedto"takecountiesasan
importantentrypointforintegratedurban-ruraldevelopment,advancecoordinated
planninginareassuchasspatiallayout,industrialdevelopment,andinfrastructureat
thecountylevel,properlyarrangeandhandleurban-ruralrelations,andpromoteinte-
grateddesignandadvancement."

InMay2022,theGeneralOfficeoftheCPCCentralCommitteeandtheGeneral
OfficeoftheStateCouncilissuedtheGuidelinesforAdvancingUrbanizationwitha
FocusonCountyTowns,statingthatcountytownsareavitalcomponentofChina'sur-
bansystemandacriticalfoundationforurban-ruralintegration.Theyplayasignificant
roleinadvancingnewurbanizationandfosteringnewrelationshipsbetweenindustry
andagriculture,aswellasbetweenurbanandruralareas.AttheCentralEconomic
WorkConferenceheldinDecember2023,itwasproposedthat"bycombiningnewur-
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banizationandcomprehensiveruralrevitalization,wewillfacilitatethetwo-wayflows
ofvariousproductionfactorsandpromotethenewurbanizationcenteredoncounty
seatstogenerateanewmodeofintegratedurbanandruraldevelopment."TheDeci-
sionoftheThirdPlenarySessionofthe20thCentralCommitteeoftheCommunist
PartyofChinafurtheremphasizedtheneedto"pursuecoordinatedprogressinnewin-
dustrialization,newurbanization,andcomprehensiveruralrevitalization."
Theshiftfrom"dualcoordination"to"triadicintegration"marksadeepeningun-

derstandingbythePartyofthelawsgoverningcounty-leveleconomicdevelopmentand
urban-ruralintegrationintheprocessofChinesemodernization.Unlikethesequential,
"serial"developmentprocessofindustrialization,urbanization,agriculturalmoderniza-
tion,andinformatizationinWesterndevelopedcountries,Chinesemodernization,
aimedatcatchingup,necessitatesthe"parallel"andsuperimposeddevelopmentof
thesefourmodernizations,whiledynamicallyinteractingandoptimizinginsynergy
withruralrevitalization.
Newindustrializationisguidedbythenewdevelopmentphilosophy,centeredon

high-qualitydevelopment,drivenbyindependentinnovation,underpinnedbygreenand
low-carbonprinciples,characterizedbytheintegrationofdigitalandrealeconomies,
andshapedbyanopenandcircularspatialstructure.
Newurbanizationisapeople-centeredurbanizationprocessmarkedbyurban-ruralin-

tegration,interactionbetweenindustriesandcities,resourceefficiency,ecologicallivability,
andharmoniousdevelopment.Itinvolvesthecoordinateddevelopmentoflarge,medium,and
smallcitiesalongsidesmalltowns,fosteringmutualprogressbetweenurbanandruralareas.
Comprehensiveruralrevitalizationaimstopromoteagriculturalandruralmoderniza-

tion,focusingonenhancingruraldevelopment,infrastructure,andgovernance.Itisde-
finedbythegeneralrequirementsofthrivingbusinesses,eco-friendlyenvironments,so-
cialetiquetteandcivility,effectivegovernance,andaprosperousruralpopulation.
Onlythroughthecoupling,interaction,andsynergisticupgradingofthesethree

strategiescanapowerfulandeffectivesynergybeachieved.
The"TriadicIntegration"TheoreticalFrameworkforCoordinatingNew

Industrialization,NewUrbanization,andComprehensiveRuralRevitalization
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2.2PuttingPeopleFirst:StrengtheningCountyIn-
dustriesThatEnrichLocalPeople

NewEraCountyEconomicsemphasizestheimportanceoffosteringcountyecono-
mieswithlocalfeaturesbydevelopingrobustagriculturalcounties,prominentindustrial
counties,andrenownedtourismcountiestofacilitatelocalemploymentandincome
growthforruralresidents.Itprioritizesthecultivationofcountyindustrieswithclear
comparativeadvantages,significanteconomicrippleeffects,andsubstantialjobcreation
potential.Comprehensivemeasuresshouldbetakentoensurestableemploymentformi-
grantworkerswhileunlockingthepotentialforincomegrowththroughbusinessopera-
tionsandwagelabor.
Sincethe18thNationalCongressoftheCPC,thePartyCentralCommitteewith

XiJinpingatitscorehasadheredtothepeople-centereddevelopmentphilosophy,inte-
gratingtheenhancementofthepeople'ssenseofgain,happiness,andsecurityintoall
aspectsofreform,development,andstability.Ithaslaunchedaseriesofpioneeringini-
tiativestopromotecommonprosperityandachievefairnessandjustice.Atthe2024
CentralEconomicWorkConference,GeneralSecretaryXiJinpingemphasized,"We
mustdevelopindustries,empowercountiesandenrichpeopleinanintegratedmanner
accordingtolocalconditions,anddoeverythingpossibletoexpandchannelsforfarm-
erstoincreaseincomes."Atthe2024CentralRuralWorkConferenceheldonDecem-
ber,hestatedthateffortsshouldfocuson"activelydevelopingruralindustriesthaten-
richthepeople,enhancingthecomprehensivebenefitsofagriculture,strengtheningthe
county-leveleconomies,broadeningchannelsforincreasingfarmers'incomes,continu-
ouslyconsolidatingandexpandingtheachievementsofpovertyalleviation,andfirmly
upholdingthebottomlineofpreventinglarge-scalereturntopoverty."Inrecentyears,
theannualNo.1CentralDocumenthasconsistentlyoutlinedspecificstrategiesforde-
velopingcountyindustriestoenrichlocalpeople,andtheDecisionoftheThirdPlena-
rySessionofthe20thCPCCentralCommitteeexplicitlyrequired"expandingcounty
industriesthatenrichlocalpeople."
Industriesarethefoundationofdevelopment.Countyindustriesthatenrichlocal

peopletypicallyexhibitstrongregionalfeatures,pronouncedindustrialclusteringef-
fects,andsignificantjobcreationcapacity.Theseindustriesmustberootedinlocalre-
sourceconditionsandfactorendowments,leveragingcomplementaryurban-ruraldivi-
sionsoflaborandeconomiccycleswhileemphasizingtheintegrationofprimary,sec-
ondary,andtertiaryindustrieswithincounties.Thisapproachultimatelyfostersjobcre-
ation,entrepreneurship,andincomegrowthforresidents.Bydevelopingindustryclus-
tersthatlinkurbanandruralareas,enhancingtheindustrialcarryingcapacityandsup-
portingservicefunctionsofcountytowns,establishingkeyprocessinganddistribution
nodesinprioritytowns,andbuildinghigh-qualityrawmaterialbasesinsuitablevillag-
es,thevalue-addedbenefitsofagriculturalproductscanberetainedinruralareasand
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accruetofarmers.Bytappingintotheuniqueresourcesofagricultureandruralareas,
countiescanunlockbenefitsthroughthediversifiedfunctionsofagricultureandthe
multifacetedvalueofruralareas,aswellasthroughtheintegrateddevelopmentofpri-
mary,secondary,andtertiaryindustries.Thisholisticapproach— spanningproduc-
tion,processing,andmarketing,whileintegratingagriculture,culture,andtourism—
drivesthecomprehensiveupgradingofruralindustrialchains,enhancingmarketcom-
petitivenessandsustainabledevelopmentcapacity.
Overdecadesofrefinementandgrowth,Chinahascultivatednumerousexemplary

countyindustriesthatenrichlocalpeopleandhavegainedwidespreadrecognitionand
influence.Forinstance,GeneralSecretaryXiJinpinghasrepeatedlypraiseddistinctive
countyindustries,suchasHuaniuapplesfromTianshui,Gansu;blackfungusfrom
Zhashui,Shaanxi;sugarcanefromLaibin,Guangxi;pomegranatesfromZaozhuang,
Shandong;andteafromWuyishan,Fujian,amongothers.Thesediverseandadaptable
countyindustrysystemssharekeycharacteristics:theyaretailoredtolocalconditions,
closelylinkedtorelatedindustries,labor-intensive,andtightlyintegratedwithbothmar-
ketdynamicsandgovernmentsupport.Theseindustrieshaveopenedupbroadpros-
pectsforChina'scountiestotransformtheireconomicdevelopmentmodels,adjustand
optimizetheireconomicstructures,resolvetheissueoflocalemploymentforurban
andruralpopulations,andachievethegoalofcommonprosperity.

2.3 Embracing Innovation-Driven Development:
CultivatingNew QualityProductiveForcesatthe
CountyLevel

NewEraCountyEconomicsemphasizesthatChina'seconomicdevelopmenthas
transitionedfromaphaseofrapidgrowthtooneofhigh-qualitydevelopment.Coun-
tiesmustanchortheirstrategiesintechnologicalinnovation,unleashtheintrinsicmo-
mentumofinnovation-drivendevelopment,activelyfosternewqualityproductiveforc-
es,andacceleratetheformationofneweconomicgrowthdrivers.
Innovationistheprimaryforceinleadingdevelopment.Theimplementationofan

innovation-drivendevelopmentstrategyfindsitsfoundation,vitality,andchallengesin
counties.Comparedtolargeandmedium-sizedcities,countiesoftenoccupythetail
endoftheinnovationchain,withfewerhighereducationinstitutionsandresearchinsti-
tutes,limitedapplicationscenariosforproductionfactorssuchastechnologyanddata,
andrelativelyweakercapacitytoattracttalent.
InJuly2016,duringhisinspectiontourinNingxia,GeneralSecretaryXiJinpingem-

phasized,"Themoreunderdevelopedaregion,thegreatertheneedtoimplementanin-
novation-drivendevelopmentstrategy."Headded,"Underdevelopedregionscanen-
hancetheirinnovationcapabilitiesthroughmechanismslikeEast-Westcollaboration
andpairedassistance,exploringnewpathsforinnovation-drivendevelopmentwithin-
novativethinkingandresoluteconfidence."InMay2017,theGeneralOfficeofthe
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StateCouncilissuedtheOpinionsonPromotingInnovation-DrivenDevelopmentat
theCountyLevel,providingtop-leveldesignforcounty-levelinnovation.InMarch
2025,duringhisinspectiontripinYunnan,GeneralSecretaryXiJinpingstatedthat
promotingindustrialtransformationandupgradingisakeytaskforhigh-qualitydevel-
opment.Giventhedifferencesinlocalresourceendowmentsandbasicconditions,pro-
motingindustrialtransformationandupgradingmustbegroundedinreality,follow
economiclaws,andhighlightdistinctivefeatures.
Currently,manyChinesecountiesareactivelyadvancingnewindustrializationaswell

asnurturinganddevelopingnewqualityproductiveforcesbyleveragingreform,open-
ing-up,andtechnologicalinnovation.DatafromtheCCIDCountyEconomyResearch
CenterindicatesthatChina'scountieshost22nationalhigh-techzones,144national
innovativecounties(orcounty-levelcities),and58modelandpilotcountiesintheNa-
tionalIntellectualPropertyStrongCountiesProgram.
Additionally,theyhaveestablished356nationalenterprisetechnologycentersand

132nationaltechnologybusinessincubators.Somecountieshavesurpassedthenation-
alaverageinR&Dinvestmentintensity.Forinstance,ChangshuinJiangsureachedan
R&Dintensityof4.18%in2024.High-techindustrieshavebecomeaprimarygrowth
driverincertaincounties.In2024,countiessuchasYuyao,Yueqing,andYiwuinZheji-
angProvince,aswellasJiaozhouinShandongProvince,sawtheoutputvalueoftheir
high-techindustriesexceed60%oftotaloutputfromenterprisesabovedesignated
scale,aratiothatsurpassedtheirrespectiveprovincialaverages.

2.4AdoptingtheCorrectStrategicApproach:Pursu-
ingDifferentiatedDevelopmentandPromoteIntegrat-
edandClusteredDevelopment

NewEraCountyEconomicsemphasizesthateachcountyshouldleverageitsunique
featuresandcomparativeadvantages,scientificallyassessitsfunctionalpositioningand
primaryfocus,andapplysystemsthinkingtoeffectivelyconnectandintegratedistinc-
tive"pearls"(county-specificindustries)intoavalue-multiplying"necklace"(regional
industrialclustersoreconomicbelts).Thisapproachstrengthensstrategicguidance,op-
timizesthebusinessenvironment,andinjectsrobust,sustainedmomentumintothe
high-qualitydevelopmentofcountiesandbroaderregions.
Chinaisvastintermsofterritoryandpopulation,withcountiesdifferingintheirre-

sourceendowments,industrialfoundations,geographicconditions,culturalheritage,
andecologicalfunctions.InMay2023,whilelisteningtotheworkreportoftheShaanxi
ProvincialCommitteeoftheCPCandGovernment,GeneralSecretaryXiJinpingcalled
fordevelopingsmalltownsinlightoflocalconditions,promotingthestandardizedand
healthydevelopmentofdistinctivetowns,andbuildingacounty-leveleconomicsystem
withcountyseatsashubsandsmalltownsasnodes.InMarch2025,duringhisinspec-
tiontourinGuizhou,XiJinpingsaidthatitwasimportanttobuildonthecounty-level
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industrialfoundation,attachimportancetothedivisionoflaborandcollaboration,
adoptdifferentiateddevelopmentapproaches,andpromotetheintegratedandclustered
development.Theseimportantdirectivesprovidescientificguidanceandfundamental
principlesforregionstopromotehigh-qualityeconomicdevelopmentatthecountylev-
elbasedontheirdistinctiverealities.
AcrossChina,vividexamplesabound:ShuangfengCountyinHunanhascultivateda

national-levelSMEdistinctiveindustrialclustertargetingtheagriculturalmachinery
needsofhillyandmountainousareas;CaoxianCountyinShandonghasexpandedits
Hanfu(traditionalChineseclothing)brandsintointernationalmarketsthroughe-com-
mercecollaboration;andAnxiCountyinFujianhaspioneereda"tea+culturaltour-
ism"model.Thesepracticesof"onecounty,oneindustry"and"onetownship,onespe-
cialty"aredynamiccasesofleveragingcomparativeadvantagestoachievedifferentiated
developmenttailoredtolocalconditions,showcasingthevibrantvitalityofChina's
county-leveleconomicgrowth.

2.5UpholdingFullLeadershipoftheCPC:County
PartyCommitteeasthe"front-lineCommand"

NewEraCountyEconomicsemphasizestheimportanceofstrengtheningthefull
leadershipoftheCPCovereconomicdevelopmentatthecountylevel.Thisinvolvesen-
hancingthedecision-making,problem-solving,andpublicservicecapacitiesofParty
committeesandlocalgovernments,buildingahigh-caliberteamofcounty-levelleader-
ship,andintensifyingeffortstotrainandattractprofessionalsequippedwithmodern
governanceconceptsandmanagementskills.Thesemeasureslayasolidfoundationfor
thehigh-qualitydevelopmentofcountyeconomiesandthemodernizationofcounty
governance.
Enhancingthedevelopmentofthecounty-leveleconomyandthemodernizationof

county-levelgovernancehingescriticallyontheroleofgovernments.Duringhistenure
inFujian,XiJinpingmadesevenvisitstoJinjianginsixyears,summarizedthe"Jinjiang
Experience,"with"SixAdherence"and"CorrectlyHandlingFiveRelations"asitscore
connotations.Akeyaspectofthisexperienceisitsparticularemphasisonstrengthen-
inggovernmentguidanceandservicestosupportthedevelopmentofamarketecono-
my,whilebalancingthisgrowthwiththeestablishmentofanew,service-orientedgov-
ernment.Sincetheproposalofthe"JinjiangExperience,"Jinjiang'scounty-leveleco-
nomicstrengthhasconsistentlyrankedfirstintheprovinceandamongthetoptenna-
tionally,makingitamodelforcounty-leveleconomicdevelopmentandacounty-level
exampleofChinesemodernization.ThisiscloselyrelatedtotheJinjiangCountyCom-
mitteeoftheCPCandgovernmentfocusingonfulfillingthreekeyroles:"pathfinder,"
"facilitator,"and"serviceprovider,"andadheringtothe"fourcommitments"to"re-
frainingfromunsolicitedintervention,respondingpromptlywhenneeded,providing
thoroughsupport,andhonoringcommitmentswithcredibility."
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CountycommitteesoftheCPCserveastheParty's"front-linecommand"ingovern-
ingandrevitalizingthenation,withcountyPartysecretariesactingasthe"chiefcom-
manders."Sincethe18thNationalCongressoftheCPC,GeneralSecretaryXiJinping
hasplacedsignificantemphasisonthebuildingofthecorpsofcountyPartysecretar-
ies,frequentlyreferredtoexemplarycountyPartysecretariessuchasJiaoYulu,GuWen-
chang,andYangShanzhou,conveyinghissincerehopes.
InJanuary2015,GeneralSecretaryXiJinpingpresidedoverasymposiumwithpar-

ticipantsofthefirsttrainingprogramoftheCentralPartySchoolforsecretariesof
countycommitteeoftheCPC.Inhisspeech,Xiemphasizedthattobeasecretaryofa
countycommitteeoftheCPC,onemustemulateJiaoYulu,alwaysbearinginmindthe
Party,thepeople,responsibility,anddiscipline.InJune2015,duringameetingwith
102outstandingcountyPartysecretaries,heputforwardfourrequirements:first,tobe
someonewithaclearunderstandingofpolitics;second,tobeapathfinderfordevelop-
ment;third,tobeclosetothepeopleandattentivetotheirneeds;fourth,tobealeader
whosetsanexamplefortheteam.
OntheafternoonofOctober15,2024,duringaninspectiontourinFujian,Gener-

alSecretaryXiJinpingvisitedtheGuWenchangMemorialHallinDongshanCounty,
ZhangzhouCity.There,helearnedabouttheinspiringdeedsofthelatecountyParty
secretaryGuWenchang,andhadcordialexchangeswithteachersandstudentrepresenta-
tivesfromanexecutiveleadershipacademynamedafterGuWenchang.Xisaidthat
ComradeGuWenchangenjoyswidespreadacclaimanddeepadmirationinFujian,serv-
ingasanexemplaryrepresentativeofthenumerousoutstandingleadersoftheCPC.
Heemphasizedthatwhenlearningfromhisexemplarydeeds,oneshouldnotonlylook
uptohimwithgreatadmirationbutalsofollowtheexampleofthevirtuou,emulate
hiswayofconductingoneselfandservinginpublicoffice,andbearinmindthat"an
officialshouldbringbenefittothepeopleduringhistenure."Onlybyfollowingthis
pathcanoneupholdwhatisrightandjust.
Xifurtheremphasizedthatcounty-leveldevelopmentandgovernancemustfirmly

prioritizestrengtheningtheParty'sgrassrootsorganizations.Theseorganizationsserve
asthebridgeandbondconnectingthePartywiththepeople,actingasthepoliticalcore
ofvariousgrassrootssocialorganizations,includingvillagecommittees.Theimplemen-
tationoftheParty'sandthestate'spoliciesandworkarrangementsultimatelyrelieson
primary-levelofficialstouniteandleadthepeople,justastheeconomic,political,and
culturalinterestsofthepeopledependontheseofficialstoorganizeandguidethepeo-
pletowardtheirrealization.Eachorganizationisafortress,andeachmemberofthe
CPCisabanner.ThegrassrootslevelisthefoundationforenhancingtheParty'sgov-
erningcapacity.
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ChapterThree:
VibrantPracticesofNew EraCountyEco-
nomics

County-leveleconomicdevelopmentservesasacornerstoneforpromotingurban–
ruralintegration,comprehensiveruralrevitalization,andachievingcommonprosperity.
SinceenteringtheNewEra,China'scountyeconomieshaveachievedremarkableprog-
ressinhigh-qualitydevelopment,playinganincreasinglyprominentroleinadvancing
Chinesemodernization.
CountiesacrossChinahaveactivelystudiedandappliedthefundamentalprinciples

andmethodologiesofNewEraCountyEconomics,breakingthroughchallenges,accel-
eratingindustrialtransformationandupgrading,andtailoringstrategiestolocalcondi-
tions.Theseeffortshavestrengthenedcountyeconomiesandfosteredintegratedprog-
ressindevelopingindustry,empoweringcounties,andenrichinglocalpeople,leadingto
adiversearrayofdistinctivedevelopmentmodels.

3.1TraditionalIndustryUpgradingModel

Inrecentyears,asadvantagessuchasregionalnaturalresourcesandlow-costlabor
havegraduallydiminished,somecounties'extensivetraditionaldevelopmentmodels
havebecomeunsustainable,facingthepainsoftransformationandbottlenecksininno-
vation-drivendevelopment.However,certaincountiesandcitieshavedrawninspiration
fromNewEraCountyEconomics,seizingopportunitiespresentedbythenewround
oftechnologicalrevolutionandindustrialtransformation.Byupgradingtraditionalin-
dustriesandinnovativelydevelopingnewqualityproductiveforces,thesecountieshave
effectivelyinvigoratedtheireconomies.
Againstthebackdropofweakrecoveryindomesticandinternationalmarketsand

significantdownwardeconomicpressure,JinjiangachievedaGDPgrowthof8.2%in
2024,reachingRMB364.745billion.LeadingsportswearfirmsbasedinJinjiang,such
asAnta,Xtep,and361?,havedemonstratedacuteresponsivenesstodomesticconsump-
tionupgradesbycontinuouslyinnovatinginareasincludingfabricdevelopment,design,
productiontechniques,andprocessmanagement.Drivenbybothmanagementandtech-
nologicalinnovation,theindustrialvalue-addedofJinjiang'straditionalpillarindus-
tries—textiles,footwearandapparel,foodprocessing,andbuildingmaterials—grewby
9.5%forenterprisesabovethedesignatedscale.
NewEraCountyEconomicsemphasizesthattraditionalmanufacturingisthefoun-

dationofamodernindustrialsystem.Itadvocatesacceleratingdigitaltransformation,
promotingadvancedandapplicabletechnologies,andenhancingthelevelsofhigh-end,
intelligent,andgreendevelopment.Amidincreasinglyfierceglobalmanufacturingcom-
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petitionandrapidlyacceleratingtechnologicalchanges,county-leveltraditionalindus-
triesmustseektransformation,upgrading,andbreakthroughsintechnologicalinnova-
tion,resourceandenergyconsumption,emissions,market-orientedoperations,andop-
erationalefficiency.Atthesametime,byintensifyingtechnologicalinnovationandthe
applicationofdigitaltechnologies,countiesshouldstrivetoachievedeepintegration
betweenthedigitalandrealeconomies,therebyrealizinghigh-qualitydevelopmentof
theireconomies.

3.2DevelopmentModelforEmergingIndustrialSec-
tors

Thecruxofcounty-leveleconomicdevelopmentliesincultivatingandstrengthening
leadingindustries.Todriveindustrialinnovation,countiesmuststeadfastlyanchorthem-
selvesintherealeconomyasthefoundation,promotethetransformationandupgrad-
ingoftraditionalindustries,andboldlypioneernewtracksforstrategicemergingindus-
triesandfutureindustries.Manycountieshaveseizedopportunitiestoactivelyfoster
andexpandemergingindustries,strategicallyplanforfutureindustries,andcontinuous-
lyrefinetheirmodernindustrialsystems.
Followingsuccessivephasesofindustrialtransition,namely,agricultural-to-industri-

alshift,inward-to-outwardorientation,fragmented-to-clustereddevelopment,low-end
tohigh-endupgrading,andlarge-scaletohigh-qualitytransformation,KunshanCityin
JiangsuProvincehaspositioneditselfwithinemergingindustrialtrackstodevelop
emergingindustries.Ithasestablisheda"2+6+X"industrialframework,comprising
twopillarindustries,namelynext-generationelectronicinformation(valuedatRMB
700billion)andhigh-endequipmentmanufacturing(valuedatRMB300billion),
alongsidesixstrategicemergingindustries:newdisplaytechnologies,smartmanufactur-
ing,newmedicine,newenergy,newmaterials,andnewdigitalindustries.The"X"rep-
resentsfutureindustries,includingthemetaverse,advancedcomputing,andaerospace.
Kunshan'sentryintonewtracksisnotanindiscriminatepursuitoftrendsbutade-

liberatestrategytailoredtolocalconditionsandalignedwithbroadertrends.Inrecent
years,whilesectorslikenewenergyhavegainedsignificanttraction,Kunshanhasnot
rushedheadlongintothesefields.Instead,ithasconductedmeticulouscomparative
studiestoselectthemostsuitabledomainsforitsdevelopmentalthrust.Similarly,Yueq-
ingCityinZhejiangProvincehaspursuedthedevelopmentofemergingindustriesby
integratingitselectricalindustrywithnewenergysectors,targetingbreakthroughsin
electricvehicles,charginginfrastructure,andenergystorage.
NewEraCountyEconomicsemphasizestheimportanceofleveragingtechnological

innovationtodriveindustrialinnovation,particularlybyharnessingdisruptiveandcut-
ting-edgetechnologiestofosternewindustries,models,andgrowthdrivers,therebyde-
velopingnewqualityproductiveforces.Toachievehigh-qualitydevelopmentincounty
economies,itisimperativetoestablishsystemsandmechanismstailoredtolocalcondi-

20



tionsforthedevelopmentofnewqualityproductiveforces.Thisinvolvescontinuously
expandingstrategicemergingindustriessuchasnewenergy,newmaterials,advanced
manufacturing,andelectronicinformation,whileactivelycultivatingfutureindustries.
Byacceleratingtheformationofnewqualityproductiveforces,countiescanenhance
theirnewgrowthdrivers.

3.3DevelopmentModelforIndustrialClusters

Industrialclustersservenotonlyasacriticalorganizationalformformodernindus-
trialdevelopmentbutalsoasavitalpillarfortherapidadvancementofcountyecono-
mies.Throughpolicyguidance,industrialchainintegration,andtechnologicalinnova-
tion,numerousregionshaveacceleratedindustrialupgrading,fosteringaseriesofdis-
tinctivecounty-levelindustrialclusterswithnationalandevenglobalinfluence.Accord-
ingtotheResearchReportonHigh-qualityDevelopmentofChina'sCountyEconomy
in2024byCCIDConsulting,amongthe200smallandmedium-sizeddistinctivein-
dustrialclustersrecognizedbytheMinistryofIndustryandInformationTechnologyin
2022and2023,over40%(81clusters)arelocatedincounties,predominantlyinthe
manufacturingsector.
NingxiangCountyinHunanProvincehasshiftedawayfromthetraditionalnon-se-

lectiveapproachofinvestmentpromotion,adoptinga"strategicplanning-basedinvest-
mentattraction"modelcenteredonindustrialchaindevelopment.Ratherthanfocusing
solelyonshort-termbenefits,Ningxiangengagesenterprisesincomprehensivediscus-
sionscoveringtechnologicalpathways,industryprospects,andcapitalmarketdynamics.
ThistargetedapproachhasenabledNingxiangtobuild,strengthen,supplement,andex-
tendmultipleindustrialchains,resultinginthreerobustchainsinadvancedenergystor-
agematerials,constructionmachinery,andsmarthomeappliancesandcomponents,
alongsidetwodistinctiveclustersinlifesciencesandfoodandagriculturalproductpro-
cessing.
InJiangxiProvince,GuixiCityaccountsforoverone-tenthofnationalcopperpro-

duction.Becauseofrapidtechnologicaliterationsinthecopperindustry,Guiximain-
tainsastrongsenseofvigilance,continuouslypursuingtechnologicalbreakthroughs.As
aresult,multipleproductionprocessesandtechnologicalequipmentinitscopperindus-
tryhaveachievedadvancedglobalrankings.Itscopper-basednewmaterialsindustrial
clusterhasbeenrecognizedasanational-leveldistinctiveindustrialclusterforsmalland
medium-sizedenterprises.
NewEraCountyEconomicsemphasizesthatthedevelopmentofdistinctivecounty-

levelindustrialclustersshouldfocusonleveragingindustrialfoundations,enhancingdi-
visionoflaborandcollaboration,andpursuingdifferentiateddevelopmenttocreatein-
terconnectedindustrialchains.Ontheonehand,countiesmustselectindustrialdevel-
opmentdirectionsthatalignwiththeirresourceendowments,geographicalfeatures,and
growthpotential,supportedbycomprehensiveplanning.Ontheotherhand,they
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shouldactivelyalignwithnationalstrategiesandregionalplans,transcendinggeographi-
calboundariestofacilitatethecross-regionaloptimizationofresourcessuchastechnol-
ogy,talent,andmarkets,therebyaggregatingdiversecompetitiveadvantages.

3.4AgriculturalIndustrializationModel

Comparedtolargeandmedium-sizedurbanareas,theoverallindustrialdevelopment
levelofcountiesremainsrelativelylow,withpronouncedregionalimbalancesbetween
theeasternandcentral-westernregions.Whileeasterncountieshaveleveragedlocation-
aladvantagestoformmodernindustrialclusters,manycountiesinthecentralandwest-
ernregionscontinuetobecharacterizedas"agriculturalgiants,industrialdwarfs,and
fiscalweaklings."Nevertheless,certaincountieshavecapitalizedontheiruniquenatural
resourcesandtraditionalagriculturalstrengthstodevelopdistinctivelocalagri-prod-
ucts,injectingsustainableendogenousmomentumintoruralrevitalization.
InNortheastChina,GongzhulingCityinJilinProvince,alsoknownas"China's

CornCapital",hasconsistentlymaintainedanannualcornoutputofapproximately3
milliontons.Ithasbecomeanationalhubwherecornseedsaresoldnationwideand
value-addedcornproductsreachinternationalmarkets.Innovationsinsmartagricultur-
almachinery,high-qualitycropvarieties,andtheconservationofblack-soilfarmland
continuetoempowerthecultivationofnewqualityproductiveforcesinagriculture.
InSoutheastChina,LianjiangCountyinFujianProvinceboastsamaritimeareaof3,

112squarekilometers,whichis2.7timesitslandarea.Byintegratingpolicydividends
withtechnologicalinnovation,thecountyisadvancingaquaculturefromthe"light
blue"nearshorezonetothe"deepblue"offshorefrontier.Throughmultifacetedstrate-
gies,ithascreatedamodernized"bluegranary",withtotalaquaticproductoutput
reaching1.3368milliontonsin2024,ayear-on-yearincreaseofapproximately4%.
The"fisherman'sballad"ofruralrevitalizationresoundsjoyfullyalongitscoast.
Thepathwaytohigh-qualitydevelopmentinagriculturalcountiesliesinvigorously

promotingmodernagriculture,cultivatingruralindustrieswithlocalfeatures,andex-
pandingagri-productprocessingcapabilitiestoextendindustrialchainsandelevateval-
uechains.NewEraCountyEconomicsemphasizestheenhancedintegrationofprima-
ry,secondary,andtertiaryindustriestocreatemoredevelopmentopportunities.Itadvo-
catesforelevatingagriculturaloperationstohigherlevelsofintensification,organiza-
tion,scale,socialization,andindustrialization,enablingdispersedsmallholderfarmers
tointegrateintomajorindustriesandaccessbroadermarkets.Supportedbytechnologi-
calinnovationandequipmentoptimization,thisapproachdrivesthetransformation
anditerativeupgradingofagriculturalindustries.

3.5EcologicalValueTransformationModel

Prioritizingecologicalconservationisessentialforachievinglong-termdevelopment.
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Somecountieshavesynergisticallypursuedcarbonreduction,pollutionmitigation,
greenexpansion,andeconomicgrowth,unlocking"ecologicaldividends"bytransform-
ing"ecologicaladvantage"into"economicvalue."Thisapproachestablishesapathway
forconvertinglucidwatersandlushmountainsintoinvaluableassets.
InRongcheng,locatedattheeasternmosttipoftheShandongPeninsula,theland-

scapeischaracterizedbyazureskies,pristineseas,andgracefulswansglidingalongthe
shorelines.WithairqualityconsistentlyrankingfirstinShandongProvinceandnear-
shorewaterqualitymaintainedabovethenationalClassIIstandard,Rongcheng'ssuperi-
orecologicalenvironmentandmarineresourcesprovidearobustfoundationforitseco-
nomicdevelopment.ThecityhassustainedanannualeconomicoutputexceedingRMB
100billionformultipleconsecutiveyearsandwasrecognizedasthe"2024MostLiv-
ableCity."Currently,Rongchengiscommittedtogreendevelopmentprinciples,striv-
ingtobuilda"zero-carboncity"whileadvancingconfidentlytowardafuturethatis
ecologicallybeautifulandeconomicallyrobust.
PujiangCountyinSichuanProvince,situatedattheconfluenceofChengdu,Meis-

hanandYa'ancities,boastsaforestcoveragerateof70.68%.Respondingtotheemerg-
ingtrendofurbanizationinmetropolitanperipheries,Pujianghasaligneditsdevelop-
mentstrategieswiththedemandsanddevelopmentofnearbycities,linkingpastoral
landscapeswithurbanlifestyles.Byleveragingits"poeticecologicalbeauty,"Pujiang
hastransformedruralcharmintowidespreadpopularity,positioningitselfatthefore-
frontofleisureagricultureandruraltourisminSichuan.In2024,Pujiangachievedare-
gionalGDPofRMB22.86billion,reflectinga6%year-on-yeargrowth,withpercapi-
tadisposableincomesforurbanandruralresidentsincreasingby4.3%and6.4%,re-
spectively.Thissuccessexemplifiesthetransformationofecologicaladvantageintoeco-
nomicvalue.
Forecologicalcountiestoadheretotheguidingprinciplethat"lucidwatersandlush

mountainsareinvaluableassets,"theircorestrategyinvolveseffectivelycoordinating
ecologicalpreservationwitheconomicdevelopment.NewEraCountyEconomicsem-
phasizestheimportanceofmaintainingacorrectattitudetowardgovernanceperfor-
mance,strengtheningecologicalconsciousness,andachievinghigh-qualitydevelopment
throughgreenandsustainablegrowth.Meanwhile,countiesmustrigorouslyupholdcrit-
icalbaselines,includingproductionsafety,farmlandprotection,andenvironmentalcon-
servation.

3.6High-LevelOpennessModel

Inthecurrentera,wheneconomicglobalizationandregionaleconomicintegration
areincreasinglyintertwined,countyeconomiesandopeneconomiesarenolongerdis-
tantparalleltracksbutareinterwoven,collectivelypaintingadynamicpictureofsocio-
economicdevelopment.Globalizationisnolongerexclusivetolargecities.Fromindus-
trialchaininvestmentpromotiontocross-borderdigitaltrade,fromalignmentwithin-
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ternationaltechnicalstandardstothecultivationofglobalizedtalentecosystems,a
growingnumberofcountiesareleveragingpolicyinnovationandmoderngovernance
capacitytointegrateintoglobalvaluechains.
Withitsethosof"buyingfromtheworldandsellingtotheworld,"YiwuinZheji-

anghaskeptitscrownasthe"World'sSupermarket"foryears.Thankstoongoingre-
forms,thecityhaslaunchedinitiativessuchastheYiwuPayplatform,theForeignMer-
chantCard,andamulti-channeldisputeresolutionsystem,transformingitselfintoa
commercialpowerhousethatconnectswithover2.1millionChineseenterprisesand
maintainstradelinkswithmorethan230countriesandregions.
XingchenginLiaoningProvince,startingfrom familyworkshops,hasevolved

throughfull-chaindigitalizationcoveringdesign,production,andmarketing.Byleverag-
ingcross-bordere-commerceplatformssuchasAmazonandShein,Xingchenghassuc-
cessfullybroughtitscolorfulswimweartoglobalcustomers,transformingasmallnorth-
easterncityintoaninternationalhubfortheindustry.In2024,theregionalbrandval-
ueofXingchengSwimwearreachedRMB9.699billion,anincreaseofRMB1.042bil-
lionover2023,withproductsexportedtoover140countriesandregions.
UndertheguidanceofNewEraCountyEconomics,reformandopening-up,along-

sidetechnologicalinnovation,areidentifiedastheprincipaldriversofcounty-leveleco-
nomicdevelopment.Asthelevelofopennesscontinuestorise,Chinesecountiesareac-
celeratingtheirintegrationintotheglobaleconomiclandscape.Countiesshouldactive-
lyparticipateintheBeltandRoadInitiative,expandingaccesstointernationalmarkets
andresourcechannelstoenhancetheirglobalcompetitivenessandinfluence.Moreover,
theyshouldproactivelyattractforeigninvestmentandenterprises,introducingadvanced
technologiesandmanagementexpertisetoenhancetheirinnovationcapacityandelevate
theirdevelopmentlevel.

3.7Culture–TourismIntegrationModel

Againstthebroaderbackdropofurban–ruralintegration,thedevelopmentofthe
county-levelculturaltourismeconomyholdsimmensepotential.Manycountieshave
embracedadualapproachof"shapingtourismthroughcultureandhighlightingcul-
turethroughtourism,"cultivatingimmersiveexperiencesandincubatingculturalIPsto
advancebothculture-tourismintegrationandeconomicdevelopment.
Oncesynonymouswithremoteness,coldness,andscarcity,MoheinHeilongjiang

Province,knownas"China'sArctic",hasundergonetransformativechangethroughde-
velopment,comprehensiveloggingbans,andecologicalrestoration.Today,culturaltour-
ismhasemergedasapillaroflocaleconomicdevelopment.Itsuniqueofferings,suchas
"FindingtheNorth"toursand"NorthernFlavors"experiences,drawvisitorsnation-
wide,propellingtheonce-obscurebordercityintoabustlingtouristhub.In2024,byle-
veragingresourcesincludingheavysnowfall,expansiveforests,andborderrivers,Mohe
recorded3.584milliontouristarrivalsandgeneratedRMB3.31billionintourismreve-
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nue,reflectingyear-on-yearincreasesof81%and84.9%,respectively.
InGuanghan,SichuanProvince,thetourismindustryhasemergedasa"star"sector

andsteppedontothe10-billion-yuandevelopmenttrack.The"Sanxingdui+"initiative
hascatalyzedall-for-oneregionaltourism,withtheSanxingduiMuseumattractingare-
cordof5.8millionvisitorsin2024.Complementarytourismproducts,suchaswater-
frontleisuretoursatYijiaheDam,hotpottours,andagritourismamidstvastflower
fields,haveinjectedfreshvitalityintotheculturaltourismsector.Guanghanhasbeen
listedamongthetop100countiesforcomprehensivetourismstrengthinChinafor
threeconsecutiveyears.
Thedevelopmentofthecounty-levelculturaltourismindustryholdsimmensepo-

tentialforfosteringnewconsumptionscenarios,stimulatingruraleconomies,andad-
vancingnewurbanization,therebycreatingindustriesthatenrichlocalpeople.NewEra
CountyEconomicsemphasizesthatcountiesshouldanchorthemselvesinthelocalcon-
text,creativelytransformingandinnovativelydevelopingfinetraditionalcultureanddis-
tinctivetourismresources.Bypromotingthetwo-wayflowoffactorsamongregions
andbetweenurbanandruralareas,countiescanachievegreatsuccessinculturaltour-
ismwithinsmallcounty-levelregions.

3.8RegionalCoordinationModel

Manycountiesandcitieshaveprioritizedintegrationintobroaderregionaldevelop-
mentstrategies,activelyattractingexternalindustrialtransfers.Bypursuingdifferentiat-
edandcomplementarydevelopment,theyaimtoresolvegradientimbalances,fostering
coordinatedprogressbetweenlargeurbanclustersundergoing"cageclearingfornew
birds"(industrialupgrading)andcountyeconomiesengagingin"nestbuildingtoat-
tractphoenixes"(accommodatingtransferredindustries).
XinfengCountyinJiangxiProvincehasactivelyintegratedintotheGuangdong-

HongKong-MacaoGreaterBayArea(GBA),seizingopportunitiesforindustrialgradi-
enttransfers.Byimplementingaproactive"door-knockinginvestmentpromotion"
strategy,Xinfengestablishedateamforinvitingtheinvestmentoflistedcompaniesand
20specializedinvestmentpromotiontaskforces,focusingontheleadingelectronicin-
formationindustry.Since2021,Xinfenghasattracted20listedenterprises,with9of
themcomingfromtheGreaterBayArea.CompaniesfromtheGreaterBayAreaconsti-
tute60%ofthebusinesseswithintheXinfengHigh-techZone.
ZhouzhiCountyinXi'an,ShaanxiProvince,haspartneredwiththeXi'anHigh-

TechIndustrialDevelopmentZonetoco-developtheHigh-TechJixianPark,aprovin-
cial-levelkeyindustrialpark,focusingonindustriessuchasbiomedicine,intelligent
manufacturing,andhigh-techinnovation.Additionally,theWesternIntelligentEquip-
mentIndustrialParkemphasizesintelligentmanufacturing,high-endequipment,envi-
ronmentalprotectionequipment,andnewenergyvehiclecomponents,creatinganin-
dustrialconcentrationzonefeaturingindustry-cityintegration.Thismodelenablesa
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complementarymodelof"ManufacturedinXi'an,SupportedbyZhouzhi."
Promotingregionalcoordinateddevelopmentisacriticalpathwaytoaddressingthe

unevenandinsufficientdevelopmentofcountyeconomies,aswellasaninherentre-
quirementforadvancinghigh-qualitydevelopmentandachievingcommonprosperity.
NewEraCountyEconomicsemphasizesthatcounty-leveleconomicdevelopment
shouldleveragethecombinedeffectsofregionalcoordinateddevelopmentstrategies,
majorregionalstrategies,andfunctionalzoningstrategiestofosternewgrowthpoles.
Countiesshouldleveragelocalstrengths,pursuetailoreddevelopment,anddeepenin-
dustrialcollaborationacrosseastern,central,western,andnortheasternregionstofacili-
tateanorderlygradienttransferofindustries.

3.9ResourceEndowment–DrivenModel

Foranextendedperiod,inadequateutilizationofdistinctiveresourcesandlimitedca-
pabilitiesinthedeepprocessingofspecialtyproductshavehinderedtheformationof
distinctiveindustriesinmanycounties.Thishasresultedinalackofprominentbrand
advantagesandwidespreadindustrialhomogenization.However,manycountieshavelev-
eragedtheirresourceendowmentstodevelopindustrieswithlocalfeatures,thereby
strengtheningthefoundationoftheireconomiesandexemplifyingthedevelopmental
wisdomofNewEraCountyEconomics,featuringdifferentiatedmeasurestailoredto
localconditions.
ShenmuinShaanxiProvincewasoncemiredinasimplisticmodelof"diggingcoal"

and"sellingcoal,"withitseconomiclifelinetetheredtothevolatilityofcoalprices.To-
day,Shenmuhasconstructedaseriesoflarge-scalemoderncoalmines,fundamentally
overturningentrenchedstereotypesofthecoalindustryas"high-risk,""high-pollution,
"and"low-tech."Thistransformationmarksaparadigmshiftfrom"exploitingthe
mountainforsustenance"to"nurturingthemountainforprosperity."
SituatedattheheartoftheDongtingLakewatersystem,YuanjianginHunanProv-

incepossessesnaturalgeographicadvantagesfordevelopingtheshipbuildingindustry,
asitswaterwayspermitvesselsofupto10,000tonstonavigatefrominlandroutesto
theopensea.In2024,thecity'sshipbuildingindustryrecordedatotaloutputofRMB
12.5billion,accountingforover80%ofHunanProvince'stotaloutputinthissector.
Throughinitiativessuchas"industrymultiplication"and"industrycultivation,"Yuanji-
anghassignificantlyexpandedthescaleandstrengthofitseconomy.
Industrieswithlocalfeaturesserveasthelifebloodofcountyeconomies,asfeatures

begetmarketaccess,advantages,andcompetitiveness.NewEraCountyEconomicsem-
phasizestheimportanceofleveraginguniqueresourceendowments,includingnatural
resources,labor,capital,technologies,culturalheritage,andlocalcustoms,totarget
nicheindustrialsegments.Byfosteringleadinganddistinctiveindustries,countiescan
deliverspecialtyproductstothemarket,therebyconsolidatingandamplifyingthedis-
tinctivenessandscaleoftheireconomies.
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3.10East–WestCollaborationModel

Sincethe18thNationalCongressoftheCPC,thePartyCentralCommittee,with
XiJinpingatitscore,hasconductedtop-levelplanningandvigorouslypromotedEast-
Westcollaborationandpairedassistancewithanunprecedentedscale,scope,andlevel
ofdemand.Datashowsthat,asoftheendofOctober2024,eighteasternprovinces
andmunicipalitieshaveprovidedRMB22.89billioninfinancialassistancetotenwest-
ernprovincesandautonomousregions.Thecollaboratingpartieshaveexchanged2,979
Partyandgovernmentofficialsand24,000professionalpersonnel,guidedenterprises
toinvestRMB140.9billion,procuredandassistedinsellingagriculturalandsideline
productsworthRMB112.9billion,andhelped815,000rurallaborerssecureemploy-
ment.Thishasundoubtedlyinjectednewvitalityintotheeconomicdevelopmentofthe
lessdevelopedcountiesincentralandwesternregions.
Theinstitutionalcooperationbetweeneastern,central,andwesterncountiesisrevi-

talizingcross-regionalfactorflows,composingavividchapterofChinesemoderniza-
tionencapsulatedbytheadage,"whensmallriversflow,thegreatriverisfull."
Forinstance,thecollaborationbetweenFujianandNingxiahastransformedtheGo-

biDesert,locatedattheeasternfootoftheHelanMountains,intoagoldenbeltfor
grapecultivation.Fujianenterpriseshaveintroduceddripirrigationtechnologyandwin-
erymanagementmodels,whileYongningCountyinNingxiahasleveragedlandtransfer
policiesandabundantsunlightresourcestojointlyestablishanewlandmarkforthe
"purpleindustry."ThispartnershiphastransformedYongning--itnowhasaviticul-
tureareaspanning125,000mu,20operationalwineries,anannualwineprocessingca-
pacityof90,400tons,andnearly10,000localjobscreatedinthesurroundingareas.
AnothersuccessfulcaseisthepairedassistanceprovidedbyYinzhouDistrictof

NingboCity,ZhejiangProvince,toYanyuanCounty,LiangshanYiAutonomousPrefec-
ture,SichuanProvince.LeveragingYanyuan'sadvantagesinhigh-altitudeapplecultiva-
tion,Yinzhouintroducedcoldchainlogisticstechnologyande-commerceplatformsto
buildthelandmarkbrand"YanyuanApple."Eachyear,thisprogramsupportsthein-
comegrowthofapproximately100,000appleindustryworkersinthecounty.
LeveragingtheCPC'sexceptionalorganizationalstrengths,East-Westcollaboration

andpairedassistanceprogramshavebeenefficientlyimplementedandsteadilyad-
vanced.Theseinitiativesnotonlyfosterthehigh-qualitydevelopmentofcountyecono-
miesinCentralandWesternChinabutalsoproviderobustsupportforEasternregions
todevelopnewqualityproductiveforces,layingasolidmaterialfoundationforcom-
monprosperity.NewEraCountyEconomicsemphasizestheoptimalutilizationofin-
stitutionaladvantagestoachieveprecisecomplementarityofregionalstrengthsandthe
mosteffectiveallocationofresources,therebypromotingthehigh-qualitydevelopment
ofcountyeconomiesandrealizingthegoalofcommonprosperity.
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ChapterFour:
DistinctiveFeaturesofNewEraCountyEco-
nomics

Vividanddynamicexamplesofcounty-leveleconomicdevelopmentdemonstrate
thatNewEraCountyEconomicshastranscendedtraditionaldevelopmentparadigms,
showcasingfivedistinctivecharacteristics:asharedmechanism thatunifiescounty
strengtheningwithenrichingthepeople;institutionalinnovationthatintegratesreform
withdevelopment;spatialrestructuringthatconnectsurbanandruralareas;dualem-
powermentthatfusesculturalvitalitywitheconomicgrowth;andaworst-casescenario
mindsetthatcoordinatesdevelopmentwithsecurity.
Thesetheoreticalinnovationshavecollectivelyshapedamultidimensionaldevelop-

mentsystemthatencompassesurban–ruralintegration,industry–cityinteraction,
andcultural–economicmutualenhancement.Theresultingcountymodernization
frameworkisbothreplicableandscalable,offeringa"ChinaSolution"toaddressing
thechallengesfacedbydevelopingcountriesworldwide,namely,urban–ruralimbal-
anceandincomedisparity.

4.1StrengtheningtheCountieswhileEnrichingthe
People

InMarch2014,whilemakinganinspectiontriptoHenanProvince,GeneralSecre-
taryXiJinpingcalledforunifyingtheworkofstrengtheningtheeconomyofcounties
andenrichingthepeople,integratingreformanddevelopment,andconnectingurban
andruralareas.① Theconceptofunifyingtheworkofstrengtheningtheeconomyof
countiesandenrichingthepeoplefullyembodiesthepeople-centeredvaluesofChinese
modernization.Traditionaldevelopmenteconomicsoftenviewseconomicgrowthand
incomedistributionasabinaryoppositionof"efficiencyversusfairness,"buttheunifi-
cationofstrengtheningtheeconomyofcountiesandenrichingthepeoplebreaksthis
mindset.Itemphasizesthedialecticalrelationshipwherethetwoaremutuallycondi-
tionalandreinforcing.
Ensuringthattheoverwhelmingmajorityofthepeopleshareinthefruitsofreform

anddevelopmentrepresentsthecoreobjectiveofGeneralSecretaryXiJinping'simpor-
tantremarksoncountyeconomicsandurban–ruralintegration.Xioncesaid,"The
problemsofunbalancedandinsufficientdevelopmentinChinaremainprominent.Sig-
nificantdisparitiespersistinregionaldevelopmentandincomedistributionbetweenur-
banandruralareas.Promotingcommonprosperityforallisalong-termendeavor.Yet

① "XiJinping,duringhisinspectionandguidancetourinLankaoCountyontheParty’smasslineeducationandpracticeactivi-
ties,emphasizesvigorouslystudyingandpromotingthespiritofJiaoYuluandcontinuingtoachievesolidprogressintheeducation
andpracticeactivities,"XinhuaNewsAgency,March18,2014.
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asChinahascompletedbuildingamoderatelyprosperoussocietyinallrespectsandem-
barksonanewjourneytowardbuildingamodernsocialistcountry,wemustelevatethe
goalofcommonprosperitytoamoreprominentposition,advanceitwithsteadyre-
solve,andpursueitwithsustainedandproactiveeffort."① Hefurthernoted,"Achiev-
ingcoordinateddevelopmentbetweenurbanandruralareasisnotonlyarequirement
forabalancedspatiallayout,butalsoanessentialpathwaytorealizingcommonprosper-
ity."②

Countyindustriesthatenrichlocalpeoplerepresentavitalindustrialcarrierforad-
vancingurban–ruralintegration,withcommonprosperityastheirunderlyingvalueori-
entation.GeneralSecretaryXiJinpinghasrepeatedlyemphasizedtheneedto"seekben-
efitsfromtheintegrateddevelopmentofprimary,secondary,andtertiaryindustries,
strengthenleadingenterprises,complementindustrialchains,fosternewbusinessforms,
andestablishbrands.Thiswillupgraderuralindustriesacrosstheentirevaluechainand
enhancetheirmarketcompetitivenessandsustainabledevelopmentcapabilities."③ Heal-
soemphasizedthat"integratingruralprimary,secondary,andtertiaryindustriesisn't
merelyaboutconnectingagriculturalproductionwithmanufacturingandservices.
Whattrulymattersisestablishingeffectivebenefit-sharingmechanismssothatprosperi-
tyreachesfarmers,notjustbusinessowners."④

TheThirdPlenarySessionofthe20thCPCCentralCommitteefurtherstated,
"Wewillworktoexpandcountyindustriesthatenrichlocalpeople,buildadiversified
foodsupplysystem,andfosternewindustriesandnewformsofbusinessinruralareas."
ThedevelopmentofcountyeconomiesintheNewErafacilitatesashiftinChina's

economicgrowthdriversbyreshapingurban–ruralstructures.Byfosteringcountyin-
dustriesthatenrichlocalpeopleandstrengtheningecologicalprotection,theinitiative
aimstostimulateendogenousdevelopmentmomentumamongrurallow-incomepopu-
lations.Thisapproachsupportstheconsolidationandexpansionofpovertyalleviation
achievements,promotescommonprosperityamongurbanandruralresidents,andful-
fillsthepeople'saspirationsforabetterlife.
Ononehand,countiesleveragetheirresourceendowmentsandlocationaladvantages

todevelopdistinctiveindustriestailoredtolocalconditions,proactivelyintegratinginto
higher-tierurbanindustrialcirclesandreinforcingthedivisionoflaborandindustrial
integration.Ontheotherhand,byimprovingbenefit-sharingmechanismsandfairlydis-
tributingindustrialvalue-addedgains,thestrategyenhancesincomegrowthviaindustri-
aldevelopment,organicallyunifyingthegoalsofstrengtheningcountiesandenriching

① "TheStateisthePeople,thePeoplearetheState—ASummaryofGeneralSecretaryXiJinping’sImportantStatementson
PuttingthePeopleFirst,"People’sDaily,June21,2021.
② ExcerptsfromXiJinping’sStatementsontheWorkof“Agriculture,RuralAreas,andRuralPeople,” compiledbytheIn-
stituteofPartyHistoryandLiteratureoftheCentralCommitteeoftheCommunistPartyofChina,CentralLiteraturePublishing
House,April2019,p.29.
③ "XiJinping,attheCentralRuralWorkConference,emphasizesanchoringthegoalofbuildingastrongagriculturalnationand
earnestlyadvancingagriculturalandruralwork,"XinhuaNewsAgency,December24,2022.
④ "FollowingthePathofSocialistRuralRevitalizationwithChineseCharacteristics(December28,2017),"inOnPersistingin
ComprehensivelyDeepeningReform,CentralLiteraturePublishingHouse,2018,pp.402-403.
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thepeople.

4.2IntegratingReformwithDevelopment

AdefiningfeatureofNewEraCountyEconomicsliesinitsdual-drivendevelop-
mentpath— removingdevelopmentalobstaclesthroughdeepenedreform,andevaluat-
ingreformeffectivenessthroughtangibledevelopmentoutcomes.Theintegrationofre-
formwithdevelopmentis,inessence,aprocessofreshapingcounty-levelproductionre-
lationsthroughinstitutionalinnovation,therebyliberatingandadvancingproductive
forces.ThedevelopmentofcountyeconomiesintheNewEraremainsfirmlyanchored
inenhancingdevelopmentqualityandefficiency,aswellasimprovingpeople'sliveli-
hoods,makingreformareal"accelerator"ofhigh-qualityeconomicdevelopment.
ReformandopeninguphavebeenpivotalinshapingChina'sdestiny,servingasthe

mainthemeandkeynoteofChinesesocietysincetheThirdPlenarySessionofthe
11thCPCCentralCommitteein1978.Atthecountylevel,reformislikewiseaninevi-
tabletrend.GeneralSecretaryXiJinpinghasemphasizedtheneedtoharnessreformas
adrivingforcetodismantletheurban-ruraldualstructure,andtopromotetheequaliza-
tionofbasicpublicservices,theconnectivityofinfrastructure,thebalanceofresident
incomedistribution,therationalallocationofresources,andtheintegrationofindus-
trialdevelopmentacrossurbanandruralareas.①

Toadvanceurban-ruralintegration,itisimperativetoeliminatesystemicandinstitu-
tionalbarriers,redirectmorepublicresourcestowardruralareas,andimprovemecha-
nismsandpolicyframeworksthatfacilitatethebidirectionalandfreeflowofkeyfac-
tors,includingpeople,land,capital,andtechnology,betweenurbanandruralareas.
Thisincludespromotinguniversalaccesstobasicpublicservices,integratedinfrastruc-
turedevelopment,diversifiedruraleconomicdevelopment,andsustainedincome
growthforfarmers,therebynarrowingthedevelopmentandincomegapsbetweenurban
andruralareas.②

Reformisaninherentlycomplexandinnovativeundertaking.Giventheabsenceof
ready-mademodelsandlimitedexperience,encounteringproblemsisentirelynatural.
GeneralSecretaryXiJinpinghasstated,"Itispermissibletohaveerrorsinreform,but
itisnotpermissibletoavoidreformaltogether."③ Inthisregard,county-levelreform
mustsafeguardtheenthusiasmofreformers.CountyPartycommittees,governments,
andleadingofficialsatalllevelsshouldactas"umbrellas"forthosewhodaretoreform.
Toleranceforreform-relatedmistakesisessential."Reformisacomplexendeavor,

① "DuringhisinspectiontourinGuizhou,XiJinpingemphasizesunderstandingthesituation,adaptingtotrends,leveragingad-
vantages,skillfullyapplyingdialecticalthinkingtoplandevelopment,andpromotingintegratedurban-ruraldevelopment,"Xinhua
NewsAgency,June18,2015.
② "PromotingIntegratedUrban-RuralDevelopmenttoFosterCommonProsperityofUrbanandRuralAreas(DeeplyStudying
andThoroughlyImplementingXiJinping'sThoughtonEconomy),"People’sDaily,September25,2024.
③ "WritingaNewChapterofReformintheNewEra—InsightsintotheComprehensiveDeepeningofReformbytheCPCCen-
tralCommitteewithXiJinpingatItsCore,"XinhuaNewsAgency,February21,2018.
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andmistakesareinevitable.Forthosewhoaregenuinelycommittedtoreformandwho
actfromabroaderperspectivetodevelopproductiveforcesandcreatenationalwealth,
evenifsomeproblemsorerrorsoccur,theyareerrorsintheprocessofadvancement
andshouldbeforgiven.Thisisfundamentallydifferentfrommakingmistakesunder
thebannerofreform,engagingincrookedpractices,harmingpublicinterestsforper-
sonalgain,andindulginginmisconduct."①

Atthesametime,healsoemphasizedtheimportanceofbeingclear-mindedreform-
ers— toclarifythepurposeandobjectivesofreform,conductthoroughresearchand
investigation,studymore,stayinformedaboutreformexperiencesinotherregions,and
takeboldyetsteadystepsinpushingforwardreform.② Asoundpilotingapproach
shouldbeadopted,whichfeaturesstartingwithspecificareasbeforeexpandingto
more,addressingindividualissuesbeforemovingtocomprehensiveones,andproceed-
ingfrompartstothewhole.Successfulexperiencesshouldberapidlyreplicated,and
anydeviationsshouldbepromptlycorrectedtosustainthemomentumofreformand
expanditsachievements.
Inrecentyears,manyregionsacrossChinahaveactivelyadvancedreformandinnova-

tion,particularlyindecentralizationandempowerment.Countiesandcounty-levelcit-
ieshavebeendelegatedgreaterauthorityovereconomicandsocialgovernance.Forex-
ample,since2020,HenanProvincehasdesignatedthreebatchesofcounty-levelgover-
nancedemonstrationcounties(cities).Thesejurisdictionshavereceivedpreferentialsup-
portinareassuchasexpandedauthorityanddelegationofpower,environmentalcapaci-
ty,landquotas,energy-savingtargets,andprojectplanning.Over100provincial-level
administrativepowershavebeendelegatedtothesedemonstrationcounties(cities),
helpingtodismantledeep-rootedinstitutionalbarriersincountygovernanceandcon-
tinuouslyenhancethedynamismandvitalityofdevelopmentatthecountylevel.

4.3ConnectingUrbanandRuralAreas

Countyeconomiesconstituteavitalsubsystemandregionaleconomicnetworkwith-
inthenationaleconomy.Theyencompassnotonlycounty-seateconomiesbutalso
townshipandvillageeconomiesacrossmultipletiers.Structurally,theyarearegional
economicsystemcenteredoncountyseats,linkedbytownships,andgroundedinexpan-
siveruralareas.
Growthpoletheory,acornerstoneofregionaleconomics,wasinitiallyconceivedby

FrencheconomistFran?oisPerroux.Hepositedthateconomicgrowthdoesnotoccur
uniformlyacrossallareasbutratheremergeswithvaryingintensityfromcertain
"growthpoles."Thesepolesformwhendominantsectors,orinnovativefirmsandin-
dustries,clusterwithinspecificregions,creatingadynamicinterplayofattractiveandre-
pulsiveforces.Growththendiffusesoutwardsfromthesepointsthroughvariouschan-

①XiJinping,ProfoundUnderstanding,HeartfeltDevotion,HebeiPeople'sPublishingHouse,2015,p.193.
②XiJinping,ProfoundUnderstanding,HeartfeltDevotion,HebeiPeople'sPublishingHouse,2015,pp.169-171.
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nels,ultimatelyinfluencingtheentireeconomy.
Later,anotherFrencheconomist,JacquesBoudeville,furtherdevelopedPerroux'sthe-

ory,emphasizingthespatialcharacteristicsofgrowthpoles.Boudevillearguedthateco-
nomicspacerepresentstheapplicationofeconomicvariableswithinorupongeographi-
calspace.Heidentifiedgrowthpoleswithinurbancentersthatpossessedacomplexof
propulsiveindustries.
Fromthis,itcanbeseenthatthegrowthpolehastwodimensions:theindustrial

growthpole,whichconsistsofcertainpropulsiveindustrialsectorsineconomicspace,
andthegeographicalgrowthpole,whichpromoteseconomicdevelopmentthroughthe
aggregationoftowns.
Buildinguponthistheoreticalfoundation,NewEraCountyEconomicsemphasizes

theconnectionbetweenurbanandruralareas.Itintroducesadual-trackdevelopment
paradigm— industrialandagricultural,urbanandrural— wheretownsandvillages
aretreatedasanorganicallyconnectedwhole,bothgeographicallyandeconomically.
Thisapproachaimstocomprehensivelyadvanceruralrevitalizationandcounty-level
economicdevelopment.AsGeneralSecretaryXiJinpinghasemphasizeditisnecessary
tomakeplansforindustrialandagriculturalgrowth,aswellasurbanandruraldevelop-
mentasawhole,andpromotetheintegrationandcommondevelopmentofurbanand
ruralareasinplanninglayout,resourceallocation,industrialdevelopment,publicservic-
es,andecologicalprotectionTopromoteurban-ruralintegration,citiesmustenhance
theircapacitytosupportandleadruraldevelopment.Strategicalignmentbetweennew
urbanizationandruralrevitalizationmustbeachievedthroughunifiedplanningandco-
ordinatedimplementation— drawingasingleblueprintandplayingacoordinated
game— tosteadilyrealizehigh-levelurban-ruralintegrationandaddressdevelopment
imbalancesanddisparities.
DuringtheannualsessionsoftheNationalPeople'sCongressandtheNational

CommitteeoftheChinesePeople'sPoliticalConsultativeConference(CPPCC)in
2020,XiJinpingsaid,"Manypreviouslyremoteandimpoverishedareashavenowbe-
comescenicwonderlands,withinfrastructuresuchastransportationplayingacrucial
role."① TheCentralUrbanWorkConferenceheldinJuly2025emphasizedtheneedto
"advanceurbanizationwithafocusoncountytownsinacategorizedapproach,contin-
uedtograntpermanenturbanresidencytoeligibleruralresidentswhohavemovedto
urbanareas,promotethecoordinateddevelopmentofcitiesofdifferentsizesandsmall
towns,andpromotetheintegrateddevelopmentofurbanandruralareas"Thisvividly
highlightstheimportanceofactivatingruralresourcesandpromotingtwo-wayintegra-
tionbetweenurbanandruralareasincounty-leveleconomicdevelopment.Inrecent
years,manyregionsacrossthecountryhaveexploredpathwaystotransformthevalue
ofruralecologicalresourcesbyorganicallyintegratingelements,suchasforestsand

① "HearttoHeartbetweentheLeaderandthePeople:ADocumentaryRecordoftheImplementationofProposalsandSugges-
tionsfromNPCDeputiesandCPPCCMembersDuringGeneralSecretaryXiJinping'sAttendanceatGroupDiscussionsatthe
TwoSessionsOverthePastFiveYears,"XinhuaNewsAgency,February27,2023.
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farmland,therebyturningruralareasintoscenicspotsandfarmlandsintoparks.Atthe
sametime,theconstructionofruralinformationserviceplatformshasimprovedtheef-
ficiencyofallocatingruralproductionfactors,effectivelyenhancingtheattractiveness,
competitiveness,andendogenousmomentumofruralareas.
OnFebruary3,2024,theCentralCommitteeoftheCPCandtheStateCouncilis-

suedtheOpinionsonEffectivelyAdvancingComprehensiveRuralRevitalizationby
LearningfromtheExperienceofthe"GreenRuralRevivalProgram."Thedocument
underscorestheimperativeofpromotingurban-ruralintegrationatthecountylevel.To
encouragemoreruralmigrantstourbanizelocally,governmentworkreportsfrommul-
tipleprovinceshaveproposedselectinganumberofcountytownstoinitiateactionsto
shoreupweaklinksintheinfrastructureandpublicservicefacilitieswithinresidential
communitiesandurbanblocks.Theseinitiativesaimtoextendcounty-levelinfrastruc-
tureandpublicservicesintosurroundingtownshipsandvillages,enhancingthecapacity
ofcountytownstodriveruraldevelopment.

4.4FusingCulturalVitalitywithEconomicGrowth

Countiesarecharacterizedbycloseurban-rurallinkages,moderategeographicscope,
andstrongculturalhomogeneity.NewEraCountyEconomicsemphasizestransform-
ingculturalresourcesintodevelopmentalmomentum— revitalizingtraditionalcultural
veins,innovatingculturalbusinessforms,andbuildingintegratedurban-ruralcommuni-
ties.Thisapproachprovidesadistinctculturalfulcrumanddevelopmentalpathwayfor
Chinesemodernization.
CountiesarebasicunitsofChinesecivilization.Theexplorationandtransformation

oftheirculturalgenesarebecomingakeydriverofdifferentiatedeconomicdevelop-
mentacrossChina'scounties.GeneralSecretaryXiJinpinghasemphasizedthatfolk
customs,villageregulations,andlocalconventionsembodyprofoundandexcellenttra-
ditionalculturalgenes.Numerouselementsofruralcultureservenotonlyasvitalcarri-
ersofnationalmemoryandregionalculturalidentity,butalsoasuniqueendowments
forindustrialdevelopmentandinnovationinculturaltourism.①

Forexample,SongyangCountyinZhejiangProvince,bypreservingoverahundred
traditionalvillages,hassuccessfullycreatedtheculturaltourismIPknownas"TheLast
SecretRealmofJiangnan."WuyiMountaininFujianProvince,drawingonitsteacul-
tureandDanxialandforms,hasdevelopedintegratedtea-tourismandeducationalexpe-
riencesthemedarounditslandscapes,Wuyirocktea,andZhuXi'sNeo-Confucianism.
Meanwhile,RongjiangCountyinGuizhouProvincehasinvigoratedlocalvitality
throughitsvillagesuperleaguefootballtournaments,whichnotonlyboostedlocalcon-
sumptionbutalsogainedwidespreadinternationalattentionviaoverseassocialmedia

①"ComposingaNewMagnificentChapterinAgriculturalandRuralReformandDevelopment:ASummaryofGeneral
SecretaryXiJinping’sImportantStatementsontheWorkonAgriculture,RuralAreasandRuralPeople,"People’s
Daily,September23,2021.

33



platforms.
Foranationtoachieverejuvenation,itsruralareasmustberevitalized,withthelove

ofhometownservingasthesoul.In2013,GeneralSecretaryXiJinpingstatedatthe
CentralUrbanizationWorkConferencethat"citiesshouldbeintegratedintonature,al-
lowingresidentstobeclosetomountainsandwaters,andretaintheloveoftheirhome-
town."Thisreflectsnotonlyanintrinsicculturalandspiritualaspiration,butalsoa
strategicresponsetotherisingdemandfor"counter-urbanization,"whichredefinesthe
valueofruralareas.Itenablescountiestoabsorbindustrialtransfersfromlargeandme-
dium-sizedcities,promotescross-regionalindustrialintegrationandfactorexchange,
andsimultaneouslydrivestheintegrateddevelopmentofruralindustries,therebyshap-
inganewpatternofintegratedurban-ruraldevelopment.Inrecentyears,asAnhui's
newenergyvehicle(NEV)industryhasexpandedinscaleandstrength,ithasalsocata-
lyzedthedevelopmentofcomponentindustriesbasedincounties,includingsteel,tires,
glass,andelectronics,therebycontributingtotheadvancementofruralrevitalization.
Integratingecologicalgovernancewiththedevelopmentofindustrieswithlocalfea-

turesenablesruralareastopreservetheiridylliclandscapes,whiletransforminglucidwa-
tersandlushmountainsintoinvaluableassets.Throughsystematicgovernanceofmoun-
tains,rivers,forests,farmland,lakes,grasslands,anddeserts,forestsarebecoming"reser-
voirs,treasuries,granaries,andcarbonsinks."Increasingly,countiesaretappinginto
theiruniquelocalresources— suchasforests,grasslands,lakes,soil,andflowers— by
combiningculturaltourismwithecologicalpreservation,strikingabalancebetweenpro-
tectionanddevelopment.
WuyuanCountyinJiangxiProvince,withaforestcoveragerateof83.67%,hasde-

velopedcounty-widetourismproductsandestablisheddistinctivemodelssuchasthe
"flowerseaeconomy"and"birdwatchingeconomy."China'scounty-leveldevelopment
hasbrokenawayfromtheWesternapproachof"pollutingfirst,clearinguplater,"offer-
ingasustainablepathforwardforfuturegenerationsandhumanityatlarge.Thisrepre-
sentsasignificantcontributionfromChinatoglobaldevelopment.

4.5CoordinatingDevelopmentwithSecurity

In1990,XiJinpingwroteinanessaytitledRandomThoughtsonGovernance,"If
thenationislikenedtoanet,thentheoverthreethousandcountiesacrossthecountry
areliketheknotsonthisnet.Shouldtheseknotsloosen,thenation'spoliticalsituation
wouldexperienceturbulence;iftheseknotsarefirm,thenation'spoliticalsituationwill
bestable."
Asthebasicunitsofthenationaleconomy,countiesundertakeastrategicpivotal

functionofconnection.Theirdevelopmentisnotsolelyaboutpursuingenhancedeco-
nomicqualityandefficiency.Countiesmustalsosafeguardmultiplefundamentalbase-
lines,includingfoodsecurity,ecologicalsecurity,andthepreventionoflarge-scalere-
lapseintopoverty.Thiscomprehensiveapproachaimstoachieveaninterplaybetween
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high-qualitydevelopmentandhigh-levelsecurity.
GeneralSecretaryXiJinpinghasconsistentlyplacedgreatemphasisontheprotec-

tionandutilizationofarablelandandthesafeguardingofgrainproduction.During
domesticinspectiontours,heoftenlearnsaboutindetailwhatimpoverishedhouse-
holdshaveeatenforeverydaymeals.Infieldresearch,hewalksintothefieldstoobserve
cropgrowthandlistentofarmers'concerns.Hehasstressed,"Wemustnottakechances
orengageinrecklessexperimentationwhenitcomestograinissues."Hehasalso
warned,"Ifourstaplefoodsupplyreliesonimports,wewillbeledwhereverweare
taken."
InJuly2020,GeneralSecretaryXiJinpingvisitedakeycornproductionbaseinLi-

shuCounty,SipingCity,JilinProvince,toinvestigatetheparamountissueofgrainpro-
duction.Hespecificallycalledforeffectivemeasurestogenuinelyprotectandutilizethe
preciousandfertileblacksoil,sothatitmaybenefitthepeople.①

UnderthestrongleadershipofthePartyCentralCommittee,withXiJinpingatits
core,variousregionsanddepartmentsacrossChina,particularlycountygovernments,
haverigorouslyperformedtheirresponsibilitiesforprotectingarablelandandensuring
foodsecurity.Asaresultoftheseconcertedefforts,China'stotalgrainoutputin2024
reached706.5billionkilograms,markinga1.6%year-on-yearincrease.Thisachieve-
mentrepresentsasignificantmilestone,asitisthefirsttimetheoutputhasexceeded
700billionkilograms,buildinguponnineconsecutiveyearsofstableproductionabove
650billionkilograms.Thisfurthersolidifiesthefoundationofnationalfoodsecurity
andmakesapositivecontributiontostabilizingtheglobalfoodmarket,therebysafe-
guardingglobalfoodsecurity.
Coordinatingdevelopmentwithsecuritypresentsasignificanttestofcountygover-

nancecapacity.Thecoreofthischallengeliesinembeddinga"securitygene"within
theveryfabricofdevelopment.Foodsecurity,forinstance,isnotanisolatedissue.Itre-
quiresdeepintegrationofindustrialupgradingandincreasingfarmerincomes.Similar-
ly,ecologicalsecuritydemandsashiftfrom"passivedefense"to"proactivevaluecre-
ation."Thisinvolvesinstitutionalinnovationtounlockthepotentialofecologicalre-
sourcesandtechnologicalempowermenttoenhancetheeffectivenessofenvironmental
governance.
Forthepreventionofpovertyrelapse,it'scrucialtocombinepreemptivepreventive

measureswithpost-eventassistance.Thisentailsenhancingtheequalizationofpublic
servicesbetweenurbanandruralareas,promotingabalanceofboostingaspirations
andbuildingcapacity,facilitatingtheintegrationofurbanandruralareas,andintegrat-
ingpovertypreventionwithbroadergovernanceefforts.Thisapproachenhancestheef-
ficacyofgovernancemechanismsformonitoringandassistance.
Onlybyapplyingsystematicthinking,leveraginginstitutionalinnovationtostimu-

① "DuringhisinspectiontourinJilin,XiJinpingemphasizesadheringtothenewdevelopmentphilosophyanddeeplyimplement-
ingtheNortheastRevitalizationStrategytoacceleratethecomprehensiveandall-aroundrevitalizationofJilinintheNewEra,"Xi-
nhuaNewsAgency,July24,2020.
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latediverseco-governance,andembracingtechnologicalrevolutiontodrivequalitative
andefficiencytransformationscanadynamicequilibriumbetweensecurityanddevelop-
mentbeachieved.Thiswillenablecountiestotransitionfrom"passivelydefendingbase-
lines"to"proactivelyfosteringsecurity,"therebysolidifyingthefoundationsforChi-
nesemodernization.
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ChapterFive:
ProfoundInsightsofNew EraCountyEco-
nomics

Groundedinthelong-standinghistoricallegacyofChinesecountygovernanceand
breakingfreefromconventionaldevelopmenteconomics,NewEraCountyEconomics
providesinsightfulandforward-lookingperspectivesthateffectivelyguidethedynamic
practiceofChinesecounty-levelmodernizationwithremarkablesuccess.Withinthe
counties,themostvibrantunitofgovernance,thetheoreticalexplorationandpractical
applicationofthisnewtheorynotonlyhighlighttheuniquecharacteristicsofChina's
countygovernancebutalsocrystallizeaninnovativeparadigmofglobalrelevancein
shapinganewformofhumanadvancement.

5.1PuttingPeopleFirst

Chinahasapopulationofover1.4billion,withmorethan900millionresidingin
urbanareasandnearly500millioninruralareas.Placinghumandevelopmentatthe
coretoachieveavirtuouscycleofeconomicprogressandsocialgovernanceisthees-
senceandunderlyinglogicofNewEraCountyEconomics'"people-first"principle.
GeneralSecretaryXiJinpinghasemphasized,"Wemuststrivetobuildanewpattern
ofintegratedurban-ruraldevelopment,""adapttopopulationmigrationtrends,pro-
moteurban-ruralintegration,andadvancetheintegrationofindustries,infrastructure,
andpublicservices,"and"leveragetheroleofcountiesinconnectingcitiesanddriving
ruraldevelopmenttotaketheleadinachievingurban-ruralintegrationwithincounties."
Regardingtheintegrationofindustry,city,andpeople,JinjianginFujianProvince

servesasaquintessentialexample.Attheinitialstageofreformandopening-up,Jinji-
anghadvirtuallynoindustrialbase.Itseconomicoutputwassmall,andbothitsfiscal
revenueandpercapitaincomewerebelowthenationalandprovincialaverages,earning
itthemoniker"high-yieldpoorcounty."
Jinjiang'sjourneybeganwithleveraging"threeidleresources"(idlecapital,labor,

andhousing),progressingfromfamilyworkshopstotownshipfactories.Thesecretto
Jinjiang'ssuccessliesinharnessinghumanpotential,particularlythroughadynamicen-
trepreneurialworkforcedrivenbythespiritofstruggleandperseverance,whichmaxi-
mizespeople'sinitiative,enthusiasm,andcreativity.
Peoplearethedrivingforceofdevelopment,andtheprincipleof"puttingpeople

first"servesasitsvaluecompass.TheexperienceofcountieslikeJinjiangunderscores
thephilosophythat"industryistheprimarypillar,thecityistheprimaryplatform,and
peoplearetheprimaryelement."Byadheringtotheapproachof"usingindustrytoat-
tractpeopleandbuildthecity,andusingthecitytoretainpeopleandpromoteindustry,
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"Jinjianghasvigorouslyadvancedtheintegrationofindustry,city,andpeople.In
2002,XiJinping,insummarizingthe"JinjiangExperience,"foresawtheneedforJinji-
angtoexploreandcreatenewmodelsforcoordinateddevelopment,particularlyinfos-
teringmutualreinforcementbetweenindustrializationandurbanization.Underthe
premiseofbalancing"efficiencyandfairness,"somecountiesinChinaaregradually
overcomingtheissueofurbanizationlaggingbehindindustrialdevelopment.Theyare
integratingnewindustrialization,newurbanization,andruralrevitalizationtoachieve
"thesamequalityoflifeinruralandurbanareas,butwithdifferentlifeexperiences."
Coordinatingindustrialupgrading,populationaggregation,andurbandevelopment

iscriticaltoadvancingpeople-centerednewurbanization.Itisalsoaninevitablechoice
forachievinghigh-qualitydevelopmentwithintheframeworkofNewEraCountyEco-
nomics.
Asearlyas2013,GeneralSecretaryXiJinpingemphasizedattheCentralUrbaniza-

tionWorkConferencethat"peoplemustbethecore"ofurbanization.Heunderscored
theimperativeto"advanceurbanizationthatiscenteredonpeople,enhancetheoverall
qualityoftheurbanpopulationandthestandardoflivingofurbanresidents,andpri-
oritizetheorderlytransformationofpermanentresidentswithstableemploymentin
citiesintofullurbancitizens."Hefurtherarticulatedastrategicvisionforspatialopti-
mization:"Wemustrationalizeurbanizationlayoutinaccordancewiththecapacityof
resourcesandtheenvironment,structureascientificallysoundmacrourbanizationlay-
out,anddevelopcityclustersastheprincipalform.Weshouldpromoterationaldivi-
sionoflabor,functionalcomplementarity,andcoordinateddevelopmentamonglarge,
medium,andsmallcities,aswellassmalltowns."Healsohighlightedtheecologicaldi-
mension,saying"Wemustupholdecologicalcivilization,vigorouslypromotegreen,cir-
cular,andlow-carbondevelopment,andminimizedisruptionanddamagetonature.
Land,water,andenergyresourcesshouldbeusedinafrugalandintensivemanner."Ad-
ditionally,culturalcontinuitywasaccentuated."Wemustinheritculturaltraditionsand
fosterbeautifultownsimbuedwithmemoryofhistory,regionalfeatures,andethnic
characteristics."
TheResolutionoftheThirdPlenarySessionofthe20thCentralCommitteeofthe

CPCfurtherproposedto"putinplacemechanismstofosterpositiveinteractionsbe-
tweentheprocessesofindustrialupgrading,populationconcentration,andurbandevel-
opment,"providingscientificguidanceforthedeeperintegrationofindustry,city,and
people.

5.2PluralisticCollaboration

SinceenteringtheNewEraofsocialismwithChinesecharacteristics,Chinahas
comprehensivelyadvancedreformsandinnovationsingovernance.AsGeneralSecretary
XiJinpinghasemphasized,"Thekeyliesinfurtherdevelopinganenvironmentforfair
competition,furtherinvigoratingeconomicandsocialgrowth,furtherenhancingtheef-
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ficiencyofthegovernment,furtherachievingsocialequalityandjustice,furtherpromot-
ingsocialharmonyandstability,andfurtherimprovingtheParty'sleadershipandgover-
nance."Theserequirementsforgovernancereform,asarticulatedbyXi,havesparkedin-
novativethinkingamongtheParty,thestate,themarket,andsociety.Thishasledtothe
establishmentofamulti-dimensionalsynergisticsystemcharacterizedby"astrongpo-
liticalpartysteeringthecourse,acapablegovernmentnavigatingandsafeguarding,an
effectivemarketnurturingcompetitionsvigorously,andanorganicsocietyengagingin
collaborativegovernance."
TheleadershipoftheCPCisthedefiningfeatureofsocialismwithChinesecharac-

teristics.ThePartyplaysapivotalrolein"exercisingoverallleadershipandcoordinating
workinallareas."
Forinstance,XupuCountyinHunanProvincehasleveragedPartybuildingtoguide

itsindustriallayout,proposingaspatialplanknownas"onezone,twoparks,andtwo
bases."ThisinitiativeeffectivelytranslatestheParty'spoliticalstrengthsintoinstitution-
alefficacyforcounty-leveldevelopment.Similarly,Zhejiang'spilotprogramfor"allo-
catingresourcesforhigh-qualitycountydevelopment"hasdelegated138provincial-lev-
elapprovalauthoritiestocounties,exemplifyingtheParty'sleadingroleininstitutional
innovation.
UndertheleadershipoftheCPC,countygovernmentsactivelycontributeasasignif-

icantdrivingforceforChinesemodernizationatthecountylevel.Governmentactions
playacrucialroleinfosteringenterprisedevelopmentandguidingindustrialgrowth.
AshighlightedbytheWorldBankinitsreportTheStateinaChangingWorld,"The
statehasenormousswayoveracountry'seconomicandsocialdevelopmentandwheth-
erthatdevelopmentissustainable.Thestate'spotentialtoleverage,promote,andmedi-
atechangeinpursuitofcollectiveendsisunmatched.Wherethiscapacityhasbeen
usedwell,economieshaveflourished."Acounty'sbusinessenvironmenthingesongov-
ernmentperformance,witheffectivegovernancebreakingdownmarketbarriersandre-
ducingtransactioncosts.Byaddressingpainpointsandbottlenecksinindustrialdevel-
opment,providingtailoredpolicysupport,andresolvinggrowthconstraints,counties
canunleashthefullpotentialofproductionfactors,drivinghigh-qualitydevelopment.
Theindustryservesasthefoundationofcounty-leveleconomicdevelopment.The

selectionofindustriesmustadheretomarketprinciplesandalignwiththeendowment
structure,tappingintolatentcomparativeadvantagestoachievemarketcompetitiveness.
Insufficientinfrastructureandincompatibleinstitutionalmechanismscanhindertheef-
fectivefunctioningofmarketmechanisms,necessitatingproactivegovernmentinterven-
tiontoaddresstheseissuesbyestablishinginstitutionalsupportthatalignswithanef-
fectivemarket.
Thehigh-qualitydevelopmentofcountyeconomiesultimatelyhingesonthedeep

engagementofsocialactors.Asthe"softinfrastructure"forcountyeconomicdevelop-
ment,anorganicsocietyfacilitatestheprofoundintegrationofsocialcapitalandeco-
nomiccapitalthroughpathwayssuchasorganizationalrestructuring,culturalempower-
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ment,andecologicaltransformation.Forinstance,Zhejiang's"GreenRuralRevivalPro-
gram"leveragesself-governancestructureslikevillagers'assembliesandcouncilsoflo-
calelitestocollaborativelyadvanceenvironmentalimprovementsandindustrialplan-
ning,therebyprovidingrobustinstitutionalsafeguardsandfavorableconditionsforeco-
nomicprogress.

5.3TailoringDevelopmenttoLocalConditions

China'svastexpanseandrichresourcesgiverisetodiversecustomsacrossregions,
where"athousandmilesyielddifferenttraditions,andahundredmilesyielddistinct
practices."NewEraCountyEconomicsemphasizestailoringcountygovernancetolo-
calconditions,accommodatingvariedregionalendowmentsanddevelopmentpathways
tofostersustainableandcontext-specificeconomicprogress.
The"JinjiangExperience,"summarizedbyXiJinping,emphasizes"leveraginglocal

advantagesandselectingthemostsuitablemethodstoaccelerateeconomicdevelopment.
"TheGuidelinesforAdvancingUrbanizationwithaFocusonCountyTownsexplicitly
callfor"activelynurturingcountytownswithspecializedfunctions,supportingcounty
townswithresourceortransportationadvantagestodevelopdistinctiveeconomiesand
pillarindustries,andstrengtheningindustrialplatformsupport."Byaligningdevelop-
mentwithlocalresourcesandgeographicfeatures,countiesexplorediversepathways,of-
feringmethodologicalinsightsforlate-developingregionsgloballytoovercomethe
"middle-incometrap."
Theessenceofdiversifiedproductionrelationsliesinbreakingfreefromthecon-

straintsofsingulargrowthlogic.The"capital-technology"modeldominantinWestern
industrializationoftenrelegatescountyeconomiestolow-endrolesinurban-centricin-
dustrialchains.Bycontrast,Chinesecountiesadoptclusteringanddifferentiationstrate-
gies,reorganizinglocalelementstocreatenewqualityproductiveforcesandtransform-
inglocalculturalheritageandecologicalresourcesintorobusteconomicmomentum.
Thereisnoone-size-fits-allorimmutabledevelopmentblueprint.Eachcountymust

formulateitsdevelopmentpoliciesbasedonitsuniqueneedsandresourceendowments.
Chinesecountiesaretakingtheirresourceendowmentsasthestartingpointtocrafta
differentiateddevelopmentmapcharacterizedby"onecounty,oneindustry;oneregion,
onespecialtyproduct."Thisapproachaddressesthechallengesof"bigcitysyndrome"
throughpracticalmeasures,activatingresourcepotentialthroughpolicyguidance,re-
shapingindustrialstructuresthroughtechnologicalinnovation,andredefiningdevelop-
mentperspectivesthroughecologicalethics.Bydoingso,everypieceoflandcanfind
itsuniquepositionwithintheframeworkofhigh-qualitydevelopment.

5.4InnovationinDevelopment

WhileNewEraCountyEconomicsoffersvaluableinsightsandlessonsfordevelop-
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ingcountriestoreconciletheurban-ruraldualstructureandachievesustainabledevelop-
ment,thetheoreticalframeworkitselfisundergoingcontinuousevolutionandinnova-
tion.
Manydevelopingcountriesarepursuingurbanizationcenteredonmegacities,such

asMumbai,S?oPaulo,andMexicoCity,whichhavebecomehubsofpopulationand
economicactivityduetopolicybiases,geographicadvantages,orhistoricalaccumula-
tion.RenowneddevelopmenteconomistAlbertHirschman's"polarization-trickle-
downeffect"theorypositsthatapolarizationeffectexistsbetweeneconomicallydevel-
opedandunderdevelopedregions.Asdevelopedareasgrow,resourcesandfactorsof
productionflowfromunderdevelopedregionstotheseeconomiccenters,weakening
theeconomiccapacityofthelatterandexacerbatingtheirdevelopmentalchallenges.
Consequently,thispolarizationmodeloftenleadstourbanissuessuchasslumexpan-
sion,environmentalpollution,andinadequatepublicservices,commonlyreferredtoas
"urbandiseases."

ThedevelopmentoftheChinesecountyeconomiesdemonstratesthatcountiesare
notmerelyperipheralunitspassivelyreceivingspilloverfromcentralcities.Byactivating
endogenousdynamism,restructuringfactorallocation,andtappingthepotentialoflo-
calendowments,countiescanovercomethedualconstraintsofgeographicandeconom-
ichierarchies,transitioningfrom"passiverecipients"to"activeengines"ofgrowth.By
harnessingendogenousdynamism,countiescan,likecentralcities,fosterindependent
growthpoles.Thistransformationisnotlimitedtoeconomicexpansionbutisalsore-
flectedinthecreationofdistinctiveindustrialchains,robustfactormarketsystems,and
optimizedresourceallocation,therebyformingacompleteeconomicecosystem.
Countiesarenolongermere"appendages"ofurbanclustersbutfoundationaleco-

nomicunitswithautonomousvalue-creationandself-sustainingcapabilities.Theirde-
velopmenttrajectoryhasshiftedfrom"dependentintegration"to"independentcon-
struction,"markingatransitioninregionaleconomicpatternsfrom"peripheralfollow-
ership"to"multipolarcoexistence."ThismodeloffersdevelopingcountriesinLatin
America,Africa,andbeyond,grapplingwithurban-ruraldualism,avaluableexperience
of"non-exploitativeurbanization."
ThevibrantpracticeofNewEraCountyEconomicsvividlydemonstratesthesus-

tainabledevelopmentvalueencapsulatedintheprinciplethat"lucidwatersandlush
mountainsareinvaluableassets."InZhejiang'sLishuiCity,verdantmountainshave
beentransformedintoecologicalproductsworthoverRMB500billion,enablingfarm-
erstoachieveadecadeofcontinuousincomegrowthjustbypreservingbambooforests.
AlongthecoastlineofJiangsu'sRudongCounty,windturbinescoexistharmoniously
withmigratorybirds,creatingasymphonyof"greenenergyproduction,ecologicalres-
toration,andimprovedlivelihoods."China'scountieshavepioneeredinnovationsinre-
newableenergy,ecologicalcompensation,andlow-carbonagriculture,providingtechni-
calandmanagerialexpertisetosmallandmedium-sizedtownsgloballytoaddresscli-
matechangeandachievegreentransformation.
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Bycoordinatingecologicalprotectionwitheconomicgrowth,applyingadvanced
greentechnologies,andestablishingmechanismstorealizethevalueofecologicalprod-
ucts,countyeconomiescanachieveharmonybetweenecologicalpreservation,industrial
upgrading,andsharedprosperityfromtheearlystagesofeconomicgrowth.
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Conclusion

ThroughouttheChinesehistory,countieshaveremainedthemoststableandresil-
ientadministrativeunits.WithinChina'svasteconomiclandscape,countiesserveascrit-
icalconnectors,bridginghigherandlowerlevelsofgovernancewhilelayingthefounda-
tionfornationaldevelopment.IntheNewEra,thevibrantgrowthofcountyecono-
miesacrossChinapaintsavividpictureofthenation'sgovernanceachievements,serv-
ingasavitalpillaranddynamicforceinChinesemodernization.
Countyeconomiesserveasthelinchpinforurban-ruralintegration.Inhisseminal

work,RuralChina,therenownedChinesesociologistFeiXiaotongdefinedChina's
grassrootssocietyasinherentlyrural,characterizedbyvillage-basedlivingandalifelong
attachmenttothehometown.Countiesembodytherichheritageofagrarianciviliza-
tionwhilecarryingprofoundnostalgicmemoriesofrurallife.Overthepastfewde-
cades,Chinahasundergonethelargestandfastesturbanizationprocessinworldhisto-
ry,withtheurbanizationraterisingfrom11%in1949to67%in2024.
Accordingtopopulationcensusdata,from2014to2024,theresidentpopulation

ofcountytownsandcounty-levelcitiesgrewbyover30%,withanotabletrendofru-
ralpopulationsconvergingtowardcountytowns,makingthemcriticalhubsforthelo-
calizedurbanizationofagriculturalpopulations.Whilethecountryistransitioning
froma"ruralChina"toan"urbanChina,"GeneralSecretaryXiJinpinghasempha-
sizedtheneedtotaketheleadinbreakingthedualstructurebetweenurbanandrural
areaswithincounties,taketheleadinachievingurban-ruralintegrationwithincounties,
andtaketheleadinadvancingurbanizationwithafocusoncountytownsinacatego-
rizedapproach.Thisapproachiscriticalforaddressingthe"threeruralissues"(agricul-
ture,ruralareas,andfarmers)andstrengtheningeconomictiesbetweenurbanandrural
areas.
Countyeconomiesserveasthedrivingwheelsofhigh-qualitydevelopment.Inrecent

years,countyeconomieshaveexperiencedremarkablegrowthandgarneredsignificant
attention.Thenumberof"hundred-billion-yuancounties"(countieswithGDPexceed-
ingRMB100billion)hasgrown,countyindustrieshavethrivedvibrantly,consumer
marketshavesurgedwithdynamism,andcountytourismhasgainedwidespreadac-
claim.The2025No.1CentralDocumentdedicatesanentiresectionto"vigorously
strengtheningcountyindustriestoenrichlocalpeople,"outliningstrategicmeasures
suchasfosteringruralindustrieswithlocalfeatures,improvingmechanismstoconnect
farmerswithmarkets,andexpandingchannelsforincreasingfarmers'incomes.Bynur-
turingindustriesthatenrichlocalpeople,unlockingconsumerpotential,andestablish-
ingmechanismsforsharedprosperity,arangeofforward-thinkingpoliciesisinvigorat-
ingcountyindustries,enhancingvitality,improvingthequalityoflife,andenriching
thepeople.Theseeffortspropelthetrainofhigh-qualityeconomicdevelopmentfor-
wardatfullspeed,racingtowardthenewhorizonsofcomprehensiverevitalizationand
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sharedprosperity.
CountyeconomiesformthebackboneofChinesemodernization.AsXiJinpinghas

stated,"Wewillneverhaveall-roundmodernizationwithoutthemodernizationofagri-
cultureandruralareas."ThegoalofstrengtheningcountyeconomiesintheNewErais
toharnessthedualforcesofaneffectivemarketandaproactivegovernment,integrat-
ingnewindustrialization,newurbanization,andcomprehensiveruralrevitalizationto
achievethemodernizationofeconomicandsocialdevelopmentatthecountylevel.
Amidtheuncertaintiesintheglobaleconomycausedbyexcessivetariffsimposedbythe
U.S.government,thevastdevelopmentpotentialandimmensegrowthopportunitiesof
China'scountyeconomiesprovideresilienceandconfidencefortheultimaterealization
ofChinesemodernization.
NewEraCountyEconomics,groundedinfertilelocalsoilanddrivenbyintrinsicvi-

tality,ischartinganewpathtowardmodernizationthattranscendstheurban-ruraldi-
vide,leadingtocommonprosperity.Thispath,forgedthroughChinesepractice,serves
asakeytounlockingsolutionsforurban-ruralintegration.Moreover,itoffersaChi-
nesemodelthatbalancesefficiencyandequitywhileblendingtraditionwithinnovation,
contributingtoamorebalancedandsustainabledevelopmentframeworkforcountries
intheGlobalSouth.TheinnovativedevelopmentofChina'scountyeconomiesisweav-
ingaradiantnetworklinkingcitiesandcountryside,illuminatinganewjourneytoward
theharmoniouscoexistenceandcommonprosperityofdiversehumancivilizations.
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